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INVESTING IN YOUR TREES IS
ALWAYS A WIN/WIN.
We specialize in plant health care to make your trees look
their best for you today and years to come.

DEEP ROOT FERTILIZATION

CERTIFIED
ARBORIST

AIR SPADE TREATMENT
TREE PRUNING
TREE REMOVAL
BALL MOSS REMOVAL
TREE MITIGATION
PLANTING
STUMP GRINDING

www.burkettarborcare.com | 830.229.5700
Contact us for a FREE ESTIMATE

80+

Craft
Beers

LIVE MUSIC
Kid ZONE
FAMILY Friendly
Dog FRIENDLY
Wonderful Food
Truck Eats

11 Upper Cibolo Creek Rd. | 830-428-3026
/RandomTexasFamilyFun

t /RandomBeeRGaRdn

/RandomTexas

your local Design Build Firm servicing
the greater Boerne and Texas Hill
Country, as well as North San Antonio.

Specializing in:

Other Features:

Architectural color rendered master plan

• Irrigation Installation and Repair
(including water efficient drip irrigation)

including brilliant images and plant descriptions

• Outdoor Kitchen

in both 2D & 3D, outlining 10 months of

• Lot Clearing, Cedar Tree Removal and Mulching

color with a balance between evergreen

• Outdoor Lighting

and deciduous foliage containing movement

• Hardscape
(including Fire Pits, Seat Walls, Retaining Walls,
Flagstone Patios, Stained and Stamped Concrete,
Arbors, Pergolas, Split Rail Cedar Fencing, and more)

throughout, resulting in low maintenance,
drought tolerant and deer resistant landscape.

Stop in and see us, our associates are ready to assist you.
3 2 2 5 5 I H 1 0 Wes t , B oer n e, TX 78006

|

Tel : 830. 816. 3200
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Fax: 830.249.3090

Coming Soon
A TASTE OF HOME IN E VERY BITE
SCRATCH KITCHEN

We’re a family owned & operated restaurant, which
means our core values have been passed down from
generation to generation. We’re constantly focused
on attention to detail, quality, & innovation in
everything we do.
We pride ourselves in making you the tastiest &
freshest food you can imagine. With over 50 years
of combined experience we have been able to create
a home away from home for you. Come in & relax
with our friendly servers while our talented chefs
prepare a meal you won’t soon forget.

CRAFT COCKTAIL BAR

The Iron Stag’s Craft Cocktail Bar is top of the line
when it comes to quality drinks. Our mixologist has
meticulously created a menu from the ground up
and we produce every drink from scratch.
Enjoy drinks like the Sazerac, Manhattan, & Old
fashioned done the right way. Or come & relax with
a refreshing Margarita that will take you away to the
beaches of Mexico. Even our Sangria is made with all
freshly prepared fruits.

www.ironstag.us
911 S. M ain St. | Boerne, TX 78006
Open For Dinner Wed-Mon
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CONTRIBUTING WRITERS
AMELIA BASKIN
ART
Amelia Baskin is a Missouri
native who moved to Boerne
with her husband in 2013, and
although reluctant at first, she
has grown to love this town and
all the great things about it. She
is the mother of one active 3
soon to be 4 year old, and one
on the way. She loves writing
and caring for animals and is an
active member in the City Hills
Church community. In their free time her and her husband also
enjoy cos-playing at local comic-cons.

Kendall D. Aaron
Spiritual
I’m just a normal guy. I’m not a
theology student, I don’t preach
in church, and I’ve never written
a book. I’m just a normal guy
that thinks, and feels, and is
on a never-ending journey
attempting to be the best person
I can be. I fail frequently at this
quest, yet each day, the quest
continues. I’ve lived in Boerne
since the late ‘80s, I’ve got a most
beautiful wife, three wonderful children, and just really, really love
God. Thanks for going on my spiritual journey with me.

Publisher
Benjamin D. Schooley
ben@hillcountryexplore.com
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Marjorie Hagy History

MATT KERSH
MUSIC
Matt Kersh is a freelance writer
out of Boerne, Texas that
focuses on almost exclusively
on the local music scene. Kersh
is an accomplished musician
who plays hundreds of shows
throughout Texas and the
Southwest United States.

Marjorie is a bibliophile, a
history nut and an insomniac,
among several other conditions,
both diagnosed and otherwise.
When she's not working
tirelessly to avoid getting a real
job, she nurses an obsession
with her grandson and is
involved in passing legislation
restricting the wearing of socks
with sandals. She is an aspiring
pet hoarder who enjoys vicious
games of Scrabble, reading Agatha Christie, and sitting around
doing nothing while claiming to be thinking deeply. Marjorie
has five grown children, a poodle to whom she is inordinately
devoted in spite of his breath, and holds an Explore record for
never having submitted an article on time. She's been writing
for us for five years now.

Old Timer Just Old Timer
The Old Timer tells us he's
been a resident of Boerne
since about 1965. He enjoys
telling people what he doesn't
like. When not bust'n punks
he can be found feeding the
ducks just off Main St. or
wandering aimlessly in the
newly expanded HEB. Despite
his rough and sometimes
brash persona, Old Timer is
really a wise and thoughtful
individual. If you can sort
through the BS.

Operations Manager
Tiffany Lewis
tiffany@smvtexas.vom

Creative Director
Benjamin N. Weber
ben.weber@smvtexas.com

ADVERTISING SALES
210-507-5250
sales@hillcountryexplore.com

DEAREST EXPLORE READER,
Much like you, I look at pictures of myself frequently
and grimace.
The scars. The wrinkles. The shadows. The greying hair.
I’ve got my battle wounds and until you stop and look
at them (via pictures), you don’t really remember that
they’re there.
My Publisher photos don’t help. High-quality, highly
detailed pictures of myself that Ben (our graphic designer
and photographer) likes to make as big as possible and I
just look at them and sigh deeply. I’m so much “younger”
in appearance in my mind, and to see the reality of my
appearance can be…well…depressing.
I don’t think I’ve ever told this story to you before, but
my right eye droops a fair amount. It’s not because of age,
it’s because the entire right side of my face is titanium.
Seriously. As I have chronicled in these letters, I used
to race motorcycles as a kid, and I bought one with my
brother in college. I bought it on a Saturday, and by
Sunday afternoon I was in the ER. I was fully protected
(helmet, pads, etc) but sure enough, I can remember
flying through the air just before impact I can remember
thinking “This is probably going to hurt.” The next thing
I remember was the ER folks cutting my clothes off. From
there, I remember a bright blue light above my eyes and a
booming voice that said “Don’t MOVE.” I was in an MRI
machine as they were searching for brain damage on me
and the machine operator was telling me to hold still.
In the months that followed, I ultimately had to have
reconstructive face surgery that included a metal
cheekbone and an eye socket that had to be rebuilt. It
was pretty intense and my kids think it’s super cool that
you can feel screws in my eyebrows. When I was in my
20s, you couldn’t tell that the work had been done and
most people said “REALLY?” when I would explain what
my face had experienced. As I have aged, the damage is
beginning to show itself. I figure by the time I’m 80 the
whole right side of my face will droop and, well, I’ll have a
cool story to tell I guess to all my old cronie friends down
at the Duck. And no, I don’t set off the metal detectors.
I also have dark eyes. This isn’t unique to me, because
who doesn’t complain about the bags under the eyes, but
I have them and they irritate me just as yours irritate you.
Middle age and stress has brought me sleepless nights,
and they happen way more than I’d prefer. Don’t we all
hate it when your friend walks up to you and says “Man,
you look tired!”? You want to throttle them and say
“That’s because I am, jerk.” I am stressed, I don’t sleep
enough, I have 1000 things I’m trying to do, and yeah…
it gives me dark rings under my eyes. It happens. Just the
same as for you”.
Scars. Dark circles. Laugh lines. Wrinkled foreheads. I
suppose I’m just getting a perspective for what these
things really mean, and how to handle them. I stare at my
own photos of late and scratch my chin as I wonder who
this rough looking middle-aged man actually is. Because
it’s not me.
I’m 26 in my mind, and behave as such. Sure, I’m wiser,
but I also catch myself playing basketball with my 13
year old with an abandon that middle aged men surely
should not exhibit. I still ride motorcycles (much to
my mother’s shagrin). I’m still climbing those trees,
jumping in the surf, and cannon-balling into the pool
with the best of them.
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But I’m “middle aged”, dammit. Shouldn’t I tone it down a
little and grab an iced tea and watch from the patio while
the youngsters engage in such shenanigans?
Perhaps.
But here’s the thing that I’m learning: my scars, my
wrinkles, the screws in my eye socket that kids like to
feel…well, those are nothing but evidence of LIFE. And
boy have I had some adventures in this life. I don’t like to
look at my drooping face, but I can sort of chuckle about
the entire story with my brother and my misadventures
with motorcycles. The lines in my forehead trouble
me, but they’re evidence of thought, and learning,
and struggle. My laugh lines are just that: remnants of
laughter. The bags under my eyes, while annoying, simply
mean that I have things to worry about…and if you have
things to worry about, you probably have more than some
that have nothing. So I guess I’ll take it. Give me “worry”
as opposed to giving me nothing.
I’m not getting any younger, and neither are you. My
late friend Bill Zaner used to tell me all the time, “I don’t
need a good memory – I have a great imagination!” and
it’s so very very true. I can choose to remember the pain,
the struggles, the heartaches and all of the things that led
me to my current wrinkled-but-not-yet-broken state of
appearance. I can choose to moan about my wrinkles and
drooping eyes and grumble about my inability to keep up
with my 13 year old playing basketball. OR I could choose
to wear my scars and wrinkles like a badge of honor and
remember that some people don’t get the privilege of
aging. Let us all remember those that don’t see their 20th
birthday, or their 10th, or their 1st.
So here’s to you, friends. Those of you that catch
yourselves poking at the newly found wrinkles on your
face each morning while you ready yourself for the day.
For the ones that sigh when you stare at yourself while
brushing your teeth and think “Who in the HELL is this
old codger staring back at me?!” I’m with you, and I feel
your pain.
But let’s take it in stride, let’s appreciate our scars and
wrinkles as simply battle wounds dished out by LIFE, and
let’s give thanks that…so far…we have survived the war.
May we turn the page to a new season, EXPLORE our
lives, and give thanks that we are here to see a new
chapter unfold.
Smiling,

ben@hillcountryexplore.com

FRESH | HEALTHY | MADE FROM SCRATCH DAILY

PLACE AN ORDER FOR YOUR
FRAGAL KOLACHE BEFORE EASTER.
518 RIVER ROAD | BOERNE, TX
W W W. L I T T L E G R E T E L . C O M | 8 3 0 - 3 3 1 - 1 3 6 8

AREA EVENTS

Get out and enjoy the great Texas Hill Country!

The most comprehensive events calendar. Send submissions to info@hillcountryexplore.com
April 27 Spring Market Join springtime shopping and
sips at Messina Hof Hill Country. Browse goods from
local vendors or enjoy delicious eats from a food truck.
Try one of the featured specialty wine cocktails, White
Peach Sangria or Sparkling Lemonade, each crafted
with Messina Hof ’s award-winning wines. Messina Hof
Winery, 9996 US 290. messinahof.com
GRUENE
April 20-21 Old Gruene Market Days Nearly 100 vendors
offer uniquely crafted items and packaged Texas foods.
Gruene Historic District, 1601 Hunter Road. 830-6295077; gruenemarketdays.com
KERRVILLE
April 6 Kerr County Market Days Shop at an indoor
marketplace for vendors of original handcrafted goods,
art-work, and homegrown plants and produce. Pets
on a leash are welcome. Kerr County Hill Country
Youth Event Center, 3785 SH 27. 830-895-7524;
kerrmarketdays.org

BANDERA
April 2 Cowboy Capital Opry Gerry and Harriet Payne
host Grand Old Opry-style entertainment. Event
includes refreshments and door prizes. Silver Sage
Community Center, 803 Buck Creek. 830-796-3045;
banderacowboycapital.com
April 6 Bandera Market Days Shop arts and crafts vendors
in downtown Bandera. Bandera County Courthouse Lawn,
500 Main St. 830-796-3045; banderacowboycapital.com
April 27 Ride and Rise Above Benefit This event helps
those who have served the country win their war with
depression. Proceeds can literally make the difference
between life and death. Jake’s in Pipe Creek, 3810 SH 16.
830-796-3045; banderacowboycapital.com
BOERNE
April 5 Big Bad Voodoo Daddy in Concert Blending a
vibrant fusion of the classic American sounds of jazz,
swing, and Dixieland, with the energy and spirit of
contemporary culture, Big Bad Voodoo Daddy reminds
us that it is cool to swing. After 25 years, 11 records (with
sales over 2 million albums to date), over 2,800 live shows,
and countless appearances in film and television, BBVD’s
all-original core lineup has Boerne “dancin’ in the aisles”
with their horn-infused music and legendary high-energy
show. Boerne Champion High School Auditorium, 201
Charger Blvd. 830-331-9079; visitboerne.org
April 6 Bierfest Tickets includes event entry, a
commemorative sampling stein, 10 sample tickets, and
entertain-ment. Additional sampling tickets are available
at the event. Proceeds benefit local art organizations. Food
vendors are also available at this event. The Agricultural,
102 City Park Road. visitboerne.org
April 6 Hot Rod Night With live music and classic cars, this
event is remi-niscent of old-fashioned Americana street
parties—a gathering place for old and new friends. Soda
Pops, 103 N. Main. 830-331-8799; visitboerne.org
April 12-13 Handmade Market This market is a biannual,
two-day event boasting creative and new vendors selling
all handmade items. The products range from bath and
body products to home decor to children’s items and food
items. The market strives to bring new vendors to each
event, and also bring back everyone’s favorites from past
markets. Friday’s event includes a craft class, dessert, drinks,
live music, snacks, and giveaways. Cana Ball-room, 202 W.
Kronkosky St. 210-663-9046; visitboerne.org
April 13 Boerne Parade of Artists Boerne Professional
Artists hosts its 23rd annual “parade,” a festive event
each spring that attracts hundreds of art enthusiasts from
around the country to visit various on its major artists
and musical achievements, and it explores how the sound
of Motown continues to influence some of pop music’s
most important artists today. LBJ Presidential Library,
2313 Red River St. 512-721-0200; lbjlibrary.org
April 13 Easter Egg Hunt Festivities at this annual event
begin at 10:30 a.m. and include pictures with the Easter
Bunny, an inflatable obstacle course, face painting, kids
crafts, and an egg hunt with more than 15,000 stuffed
eggs. Mobile food vendors are also on-site. Please leave
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pets at home. Boerne City Lake Park, 1 City Lake Road.
830-248-1635; visitboerne.org
April 13 Second Saturday Art Beat Boerne shops and art
galleries are teaming up to present a heart-racing fine
art experience. Take a walk on the art side every second
Saturday of the month. Look for the flashy banners
displayed through-out Boerne. Hill Country Mile, 100 N.
Main. 210-954-6659; visitboerne.org
April 18 A Thirst for Nature Every third Thursday of the
month, the Cibolo Nature Center hosts a themed event
where visitors can learn about the different plants and
wildlife of Boerne and the Hill Country’s surrounding
areas. Sip an adult beverage made to match the theme for
that month for those who are of age, or choose the nonalcoholic version for the kids. Cibolo Nature Center, 140
City Park Road. 830-249-4616; visitboerne.org
April 27 Texas Corvette Association Annual Open Car Show
The 27th Annual Open Car Show is expected to draw
more than 350 entrants and hundreds of car enthusiasts.
This year’s show offers a weekend of exciting activities. In
its 11th year as an official Fiesta event and once again in
the beautiful city of Boerne, this Open Car Show is open
to all types of vehicles and offers something for everyone. Hill Country Mile, 100 N. Main. 830-226-5386;
visitboerne.org
COMFORT
April 20 Easter Volksmarch Volksmarching is a European
tradition where people walk for fun. The noncompetitive
walks are enjoyed by all. In Comfort, the Easter
Volksmarch includes long and short walks through scenic
countryside in and around town. Comfort Park, 423 Main
St. 830-995-3131; comfort-texas.com
FREDERICKSBURG
March 29-April 14 Texas Hill Country Wine and Wildflower
Journey Enjoy Hill Country wineries and wildflowers
with self-guided tours, fea-turing special events, tastings,
and dis-counts. Various locations. 872-216-9463;
texaswinetrail.com
April 5 First Friday Art Walk Fredericksburg Tour fine
art galleries offering special exhibits, demon-strations,
refreshments, and extended viewing hours the first Friday
of every month. Various locations. 830-997-6523; ffawf.
com
April 5-7 Texas Vintage Motorcycle Fandango The event
includes a vintage parts swap meet, bike show, and vintage
dirt races. Gillespie County Fairgrounds, 530 Fair Drive.
cherokeeamca.org
April 6-7 WWII Pacific Combat Program at the National
Museum of the Pacific War History comes to life with
equipment and weapons used during WWII and a
battle reenactment set on an island in the Pacific.
Pacific Combat Zone, 508 E. Austin. 830-997-8600;
pacificwarmuseum.org
April 25-28 Hill Country Film Festival Annual film festival
screens the best of independent film from Texas and
around the world. Fritztown Cinema, 2254 US 87. 866224-7714; hillcountryff.com

April 19-21 Annual Easter Hill Country Bike Tour This is
one of the premier cycling events in Texas with routes
suitable for all categories of participants from novices to
experienced riders. Schreiner University, 2100 Memorial
Blvd. ed@bikeaustin.org
April 25 Symphony of the Hills “Music for all Time—To
Everything There is a Season” Concert begins at 7:30
p.m. Cailloux Theater, 910 Main St. 830-792-7469;
symphonyofthehills.org
April 27 Camerata San Antonio Concert Enjoy a chamber
music concert inspired by the strength of the human
spirit in the face of the depths of human cruelty,
featuring violinist Anastasia Parker, violist Emily
Freudigman, cellist Ken Freudigman, and pianist Viktor
Valkov. Schreiner University, 2100 Memorial Blvd. 210492-9519; cameratasa.org
SPRING BRANCH
April 26 Bulverde Lions Club Wild Game Dinner – The
Bulverde Lions Club works actively throughout the
year in planning and conducting their Annual Wild
Game Dinner at Anhalt Hall in Spring Branch, Texas.
Our next Wild Game Dinner will occur in April 26,
2019. The Annual Wild Game Dinner serves delicious
exotic food and hosts live and silent auctions consisting
of hunts, fishing trips, premium guns and many other
assorted fishing and hunting items. 6 PM https://
bulverdelionsclub.com/wild-game-dinner 830 237-0155.
WIMBERLEY
April 6 Market Day More than 450 outdoor booths are
filled with art, furniture, collectibles, and treasures of
all kinds. Live music and food and drink make for a
shopper’s delight. Lions Field, 601 FM 2325. 512-8472201; shopmarketdays.com
April 5-26 Concerts in the Park Every Friday in April,
listen to regional musical groups perform on the lawn
next to Cypress Creek. Bring your picnics, chairs, and
blankets. Blue Hole Regional Park, 100 Blue Hole Lane.
512-660-9111; facebook.com/blueholeregionalpark
April 12-May 5 “Proof” The Wimberley Players present a
riveting drama of the fragile nature of genius. Shows are
Friday, Saturday, and Sunday. The Wimberley Playhouse,
450 Old Kyle Road. 512-847-0575; wimberleyplayers.org
April 27-28 Arts Fest Right alongside the beautiful
Blanco River, there will be more room for artists, parking, musicians, relaxing, and the Vintage Car Show. It’s
a short walk to town shop-ping and eating, or catch the
shuttle to Wimberley Square. Waters Point, 13401 RR 12.
512-952-0098; wimberleyartleague.org
April 27 Butterfly Festival More than 3,800 butterflies are
released throughout the day during this amazing festival
that starts with a moving opening ceremony at the veterans
memorial that includes an initial butterfly release to honor
those who have lost their lives in the past year. After that,
the festival opens up and attendees can enjoy crafts, games,
bounce houses, wonderful food, and an exotic butterfly
flight house. EmilyAnn Theatre and Gardens, 1101 FM
2325. 512-847-6969; emilyann.org

Premium CBD Products including Tinctures/Oils, Beverage Additives, Lotions
and more!
All products are made from federally legal hemp - LEGAL IN ALL 50 STATES
Visit us at our Pur IsoLabs Retail Store and try CBD products at the CBD
Sample Bar

Mention this Explore ad
and receive

10% OFF

your purchase.

46 FM 3351 N, Bergheim, TX, 78004 :: (830) 336-2199 :: www.PurIsoLabs.com

BADASS
OF THE
MONTH
Johns Moses
Browning was
just about the
greatest gun
designer in
human history,
the father of
modern firearms, and designed and built
the guns found in literally every Western
movie made all the way to massive
belt-fed machine guns that are still in
operation on vehicles used in every
branch of the US military to this day.

J
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With over 150 patents, and over 80 firearms created, an
insane number of those firearms are still used to this
day. Ol’ Browning invented the pump-action shotgun,
the gas-operated ammunition cycling system that is
utilized to this day in literally every semi and full auto
weapon in use today, and of the 10 guns used by our
hero badasses that stormed Normandy, 6 of them were
designed by Browning.
If you have ever fired a gun in the great state of Texas,
odds are Mr. Browning made that experience possible.
From the firearms to the ammo, Browning had a hand
in that.
Born January 21st, 1855 in Utah, his dad had been a
Mormon gunsmith (who knew?) and helped fix and
build weapons for fellow badass American frontiersmen
working on the edges of the American countryside. After
his old man got into Mormonism big time, they ended
up working with Brigham Young during the Mormon
Exodus, and he helped build, maintain, and repair the
weaponry that protected folks from bears to Indians.
Our hero, John, took to his dad’s trade quickly. He built
his first gun for his brother at the age of 14, and gained
quite the reputation as the local kid that could fix darn
anything with moving parts, but his true passion lie not
with running the shop, or making money, but simply
building cool stuff.
When father Jonathan died in 1879, 24 year old John
Browning inherited the shop. He updated the tools,
got married, got his first patent, and started building a
seriously cool breech loaders rifle. Browning wasn’t really
keen on handling the day-to-day crap that was associated
with running a business, but luckily for him, 1883,
Winchester Company heard that there was this punk
selling rifles faster than he could them. So they rolled into
town and offered Browning $8000 for the rights to the
Browning rifle. As you might know, $8000 in 1883 was
just about a metric TON of cash, so Browning accepted.
While Browning was working for Winchester, he
designed and built the 1886 and 1895 lever action
rifles, which is what every cowboy hero in every movie
ever made uses. It was designed by a kid in his late
20s who just so happened to be a genius at making
awesome stuff using machine tools and the power of
his mind. Winchester then asked him to build a lever
action shotgun, but Browning thought that was stupid
so he built it as a pump action shotgun, which was then
used by military forces from 1897 all the way through
the Gulf War over 100 years later.
Browning built his weapons with two things in mind:
speed and reliability. The problem is that every gun was
limited by the user’s ability to pump, lever-action, or draw
back a firing pin. Even the Gatling Guns were limited by
how fast a man could turn a crank. He figured there must
be a better way.

designed due to his kickass brain, but he also designed the
bullets themselves, which is where we have the .45ACP,
the quintessential bullet used to this day.

design, they used his ammo. Oh, and the guns that the
Brits and Canadians were using during WWII? Yeah, he
built those too. Just for good measure.

Our boy Browning went on to build the BAR assault rifle,
the M1917, the M1919, the M2, that is used to this day
on tanks. 13 years after his death, the Allies stormed on
D-Day using five of his guns, and on the guns he didn’t

John Browning died the day after Thanksgiving
1926, and left an unequaled legacy in weapon design
and construction.

He was right.
At a shooting exhibition one day, Browning noticed that
the firing of the shell caused the grass and reeds around
the barrel to move. He figured that there must be a way
to harness that power so that the shells could re-load
themselves in the fastest, safest way possible. He drew up
some plans, designed the mechanism, and sure enough,
he did it. To this day, literally every semi and full auto gun
on earth uses the technology that he invented, and is the
basis for cycling rounds for the foreseeable future until we
invent laser guns or something.
From there, Browning responded to a call from the US
military to upgrade our weapons from a .38 caliber to a
.45. We got the Colt M1911, one of the most iconic guns
in history and was used to beat the crap out Hitler. When
testing it, the second best gun the military considered
failed 40 times per 6,000 rounds. Browning’s 1911 failed –
NEVER. Not one time. The reason? Not only was the gun
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NOW OPEN!

• LUNCH SPECIALS Mon. - Fri. 11am-2pm •
• HAPPY HOUR (FULL BAR) Mon. - Fri. 11am-6pm •
• BOOK YOUR GRADUATION PARTIES NOW!! •
• LARGE PARTIES ARE WELCOME •
“THE ANSWER IS YES, WHAT’S THE QUESTION?”
1540 River Road • Boerne, TX 78006 • www.infernospizzeria.com

830-331-2023

ART
Let me introduce you to my good friend
Lauren Wexstaff. Her family has made
their home here in the hill country for
the majority of her life. As a young child
she was encouraged to spend most of her
time out in nature exploring and playing.
A lot of inspiration for the arts came
from her grandmother:
“She taught me how to be resourceful
with the things around me, and I drew
a lot of inspiration from her.” As many
people know, it is important that we learn
as much from our grandparents and older
generations as we can, so that we can carry
on traditions to help keep them alive.
Everyone experiences changes in passions
and pursuits, and it is very common to
go from one thing to another. It is very
rare that someone knows from a young
age what they are going to do, and how
they are going to achieve that goal. Most
people go through phases of trial and
error. Like most of us Lauren has pursued
many different paths to try and find where
her true passion lies. In high school she
was involved in the Hill Country Youth
Orchestra:
“I always thought I would be a musician
so I was heavily inspired by music….I
loved just being part of the whole, playing
concert orchestra.”
Then at 17 she made a drastic change and
decided to pursue art, more specifically
metal sculpture:
” I was very drawn to it, just metal being
industrial and just creating these massive
structures…”
After a lot of thought and back and
forth, she finally decided to focus on
photography so she got a major in Fine
Arts degree in photography. Lauren had to
go through all these experiences, and learn
about the things that bring her joy in life,
in order to find something that she could
truly find enjoyment in doing, and a trade
that she felt was worthy of pursuing and
just putting her whole heart into, which I
for one am grateful for because it shows
us that following our dreams can lead to
accomplishments.

LAUREN
WEXSTAFF &
ARCHIVE
GOODS
By Amelia Baskin
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We all know that our
little town of Boerne is
growing, and with that
growth comes new and
exciting little shops and
artists coming to town.
The artist I am going to
introduce y’all to today is actually a native to the
hill country, who is more than thrilled to be able
to be doing what she loves in the place she has
called home for most of her life.

W

Now that we know a little more about Lauren
and how her interests eventually led her down
this artistic path, let’s get to know a little bit
more about her craft of leatherworking. As
you know leatherwork has been around for a
very long time, and takes a certain skill set and
devotion to achieve the desirable results shown
in her creations.
Inspiration for something can come from
the craziest of places. While Lauren was
working a full-time job, and pursuing her
photography career, she got the urge to
create a bag for herself. Most people that
I know would have just gone down to the

fabric store and gotten some material to
sow together a quick bag, but Lauren took
it deeper than that and decided to try her
hand at leather, which is a much more
difficult medium to work with: “ I realized
bag making was very sculptural…like its
3D, it has depth, it takes up space…If I
could marry art and functionality than
that was really satisfying to me.” And
as any artist knows, something worth
doing well is going to take time, and the
ultimate satisfaction is when it finally
comes together in one functioning piece.
Like many artists, Lauren is self-taught.
Unfortunately, like many crafts and
skills that are dying out there are no real
apprenticeship programs available for
people wanting to learn this trade. You
have to come from a family that has been
doing this type of work for generations, or
afford a trip to Europe to be able to work
under someone. One day she hopes to be
able to tour some of the facilities that excel
in their crafts, but for now she continues
to pursue her passion through reading
as much as she can, and doing as much
research on the subject that is out there.
There are many different types of leather
material that can be used for this type
of work, but Lauren chooses to use an
all-natural leather that is only tanned
with a vegetable tanner. There are also
many different grades of leather that are
used, and each one has different uses.
For example: you would use one grade of
leather for saddle making and for making
bags or wallets. There are also many
different tools that are used for this type
of trade, and also a lot of actual manual
handwork in order to be sure the pieces
are aligned properly. When asked about
how long a piece takes, she said the initial
design can take a few days of drawing
and rendering, and putting it together
can take anywhere from 6-9 hours or
depending on difficulty of the piece. One
day she hopes to be able to tour some
of the facilities that excel in their crafts,
but or now she continues to pursue her
passion through reading as much as she
can, and doing as much research on the
subject that is out there.
Leatherworking like most trades, can tend
to be a bit of a male dominated area, so for
her to break in to it and have such success
should show young women, or anyone
really, that if you have faith and you
believe you can do anything. That’s not to
say you won’t make mistakes, and it will be
easy, but stay true to who you are, and if it
means something to you, go for it. She has
been doing this for three years and in that
time, through many trials and errors, and
lots of research, has been able to hone her
skills into some remarkable pieces. Her
perseverance has truly paid off, and should
be an inspiration to anyone wanting to
pursue a dream that seems hard to obtain.
www.archivegoodstx.com
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ART OF
MEDIOCRITY
By Ben Schooley

J

Jay Milton, founder of the Boerne .5k “race”, has one heck of a sense of humor.
Certainly not a competitive runner, Milton founded the race to raise money for a local
charity. In doing so, the event went globally viral, and this year’s event sold out in just
over 30 minutes.

Billed as “The World’s Most Important Race in the
History of the World, EVER” the Boerne .5k is a tonguein-cheek event that will not only lampoon the typical 5k,
but also those made-for-overachievers-obstacle-courseadventure-races, and has amassed quite the following of
underachievers that want to participate and to help our a
local charity at the same time..

they did a story. We didn’t know they were going to do
it, but they did. It blew up and we were already sold
out. The website exploded and we had nothing to give
them, so my wife suggested that we sell them the T-shirt,
medal, and sticker and call it the “Procrastinator’s Prize
Pack” and we could still get the donations. So we sold
1000 of those to people all over the world.”

When asked where the idea came from, Milton is fast
to respond: “It started like ever great idea in history – it
was stolen!”

The event was then picked up by ESPN, Newsweek,
NPR, The Washington Post and countless other
media outlets. After the buzz, after the event, after
the unbelievable donations, the event had generated
just over $30,000 for Blessings in a Backpack, a local
chapter that serves children that are on a free or reduced
lunch plan within BISD. Milton explains, “Blessings
in a Backpack are a national organization with local
chapters and they serve the kids in BISD that are on
free/reduced lunch and they put food in a plastic bag,
they get together at St Peter’s Church every Thursday
and they pack 400+ sack lunches for the kid to eat over
the weekend. Then they take the bags to the individual
schools, and the teachers tuck them in the kid’s backpack
when all the kids are out of the room so that nobody
sees who is getting them. It’s 100% volunteer operated
with $0 in overhead.”

He continues, “I have some good friends in Monument,
CO and we’re very close and she sent me a link to a
bar that was hosting a .5K that were raising money for
an animal shelter. She said “Isn’t this hysterical?” and
they were doing some giveaways, and making these
pretentious stickers, and they were doing coffee and
donuts, and well, I like beer so it just got me thinking.”
So with a fun idea in his head, Milton assembled a
small team and got to work. He continues, “I’ve always
wanted to do something for a local charity so I just kept
thinking about it in Jan of 18 last year and wanted to
raise some money. The .5k popped into my head, and I
called Paul Barwick and Kristy Watson and said “If I try
to pull this off, would you help me?” and then I added
Ben Meyer and a few others, and we just dove into it.
We wanted 100 people and to raise $2500 bucks. Very
modest goals. We had a few meetings over beers, and
that was it.”
While Milton and his team had some modest goals,
they were about to learn about the power of “exposure”
and the event would be catapulted into a national
conversation. Milton explains, “What happened next
was way crazy. I announced the race on the website and
via social media in March of ‘18. 3 weeks later it filled
up and that was just through local people that thought
it would be fun. Mission accomplished. But then it went
insane. When that Southwest Airlines jet almost crashed
– the pilot that landed that is a pilot from Fair Oaks
and was an interesting story. A Good Morning America
producer called City Hall and said they were going to do
a story on her, and they wanted some info on Boerne.
They found a link to our flyer on the Convention &
Visitor’s Bureau site, and they thought it was funny, so
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This year’s race was just recently opened for
registrations, and all 500 participant opportunities
sold out in 37 minutes. Milton then sold “The Virtual
Participant” tickets where a few friends are going to
strap cameras to their heads and live-stream the race
to Facebook was sold to right at 1000 people. There’s
over 350 people on the waiting list to participate, and
sponsorships grew to approximately $16,000. This year’s
event is set to exceed the group’s goals yet again and
provide substantial sums for Blessings in a Backpack.
Milton ends, “This thing has some legs. We love helping
our neighbors, and it’s extremely rewarding for me.
We’re going to do a peanut butter drive along with
everything to also help Blessings in a Backpack. I want
it to be a thing that the community looks forward to
annually...for it to be a point of pride for the City.”
For more information about this event visit
www.runsignup.com/Race/TX/Boerne/BoernePoint5k
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Jay Milton
Inept Runner &
Founder of Boerne .5k
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FIRE
IT UP

GOURMET

PIZZA

CRAFT BEER & WINE
SANDWICHES * SALADS

A FAMILY RESTAURANT WHERE CRAFT BEER & WINE MEET CRAFT PIZZA
IJK

118 Old San Antonio RD. * Boerne TX * 830.331.1212
W e d n es d a y - S und a y 1 1: 00 a .m . - 9 : 30 p .m .
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BUNION CORRECTION SPECIALISTS

Bunions are a common problem causing pain and limiting activities in over 30% of the
population between ages 18 and 80.
At Graser Podiatry and Bunion Surgery Institute we employ the most advanced
methods to repair your bunions and give you pain free, normally functioning feet again.
Many people are afraid to correct their bunions because they have the misconception
that it is a painful, long recovery. This is truly a myth.
Today, most bunions are corrected safely under local anesthesia with mild sedation
anesthesia.
In a procedure that is completely bloodless. The average bunion takes only 25 minutes
to repair and most patients are back in their own shoes doing normal activities in less
than 2 weeks.
Comprehensive foot and ankle care clinic treating
patients of all ages and conditions from athletes foot
to major bone deformities.

Give Graser Podiatry and Bunion Surgery Institute a call and we’ll be happy to answer
all your questions about any and all foot problems.

17 Old San Antonio Rd., Suite 201 :: Boerne, TX 78006 :: (830) 253-0008 :: Toll Free (833) BUNIONZ
www.drrobertegaser.com :: Monday - Friday: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
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HISTORY

NOTHING IS PERMANENT
BUT CHANGE - LUDWIG BÖERNE
By Marjorie Hagy

I
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I’ve just finished a lovely version of this (what I think is a) fascinating story, and alas,
when I read it back over I found that it was about as dry as a mouthful of cinnamon
and not nearly as exciting. Scholarly tome, I’ve realized, isn’t really my forte, and
besides, it read like an ninth grade term paper and had the effect of making an
interesting subject a stultifying boring plod-fest.

I’m more akin to an old man who sits on a porch whittling
on his wooden leg (do they DO that? I probably would),
telling outrageous lies in a colorful way to a captive
audience. So I scrapped the whole thing, to try and re-tell
it again, my way.
We’ve discussed here before how Boerne got started as
a town when a bunch of Germans, fleeing all the rotten
conditions in their homeland, hopped on their various
ships and crossed the seas to make a new life in the
wide-open Hill Country of Texas. But leaving it like that
just leaves too much out- it’s like saying the United States
got going when some people came over on the Pinta, the
Nina and the Santa Maria. There are a million different
elements that went into the birth of this country, and
there is more to the story about the birth of this little
town. The roots under the grass of our Town Plaza, that
run beneath the Cibolo Creek and the City Hall, are deep
and thick and tangled, and reach a long, long way back back into misty antiquity in the wake of the Napoleonic
Wars and to the final days of the Holy Roman Empire,
back to the days when Germany didn’t even exist as
one country, united. The seed that would become this
flourishing little town in the hills was conceived in the
chaos and disarray of a tyrannical, poverty-mired Europe,
in the minds of men and women who dreamed of a New
World where life would be lived in a whole new way, in
freedom, in light, in brotherhood. Boerne was born as a
dream of Utopia on the other side of the ocean.
Fly with me now back to Europe in the immediate
aftermath of the Napoleon Wars, in 1815. There is no
Germany- there are German people, and a German
language, but instead of a unified country there are
thirty-nine separate and independent, autocratic states in
that part of the former Holy Roman Empire. Each little
kingdom has its own king, or prince or duke, or whatever
the guy in charge calls himself, and its own laws, customs
and even currencies, and all are under the absolute rule
of the big guy. It was as if, say, San Antonio had its own
king and small army, its own coinage and own laws,
while Kerrville was under the rule of a prince, with its
own militia, system of currency and set of rules and
punishments, and in between the two were a couple of
other little kingdoms and a handful of large landowners to
boot, all with their own laws and customs and currencies,
records, armies, castles and court. That’s the way it was in
Germany back in those early decades of the nineteenth
century- chaos, in which poverty was epidemic and
individual freedom and democracy were strictly
proscribed. It was a fragmented, feudal society, there were
conflicts all over the place, and everybody was broke. All
of the aristocracy who were running the principalities
were in debt up the eyeballs after fighting the Napoleonic
Wars, and the working class and the peasants were the
ones who were paying the bills not only for that, but for
the over-the-top lifestyle of the lord of the manor. They
were squeezed until they could scream, but they couldn’t
scream, because every facet of their lives was controlled
by their particular big-shot, and ‘insulting the monarchy’
could, and often did, get a person bounced into the clink.
The press, needless to say, was tightly controlled, as was
religion- not only could you not choose how or whom

to worship, you could also win a one-way ticket to the
slammer if you didn’t show up when and where you were
supposed to, and God forbid if you gave voice to any
questions you might entertain about the meaning of the
universe. The noblemen in charge of all the little fiefdoms
held the reins, dictating if and to whom you could marry,
what education you were allowed to have, what profession
you were free to pursue, where you could live, how much
to fork over in taxes and how often, how to think, when
to pray, what you could eat, and even whether you were
allowed to keep on living at all- it was all at the sufferance
of the guy in charge. And there wasn’t much you could do
about it. As a contemporary writer put it, ‘even in those
states which nominally had parliaments the governments
sometimes just did what they wanted and treated the
constitution with utter contempt.’ If you got fed up and
said the hell with it, you’d better say it quietly, under your
breath, and as far as taking off...well, that wasn’t looked on
kindly either. Needless to say, this kind of fragmentation
and corruption, and the feudal nature of this kind of
society, led to deep unrest, to frequent conflict, and to
grinding poverty. It was an awful mess.
To take it back to the analogy, say you’re a peasant living
on the estate of the King of Kerrville. The kingdom is
about to go to war with San Antonio because the king has
decided he wants to annex, say, Brackenridge Park, and so
your taxes shoot up about two hundred percent to pay for
the fight, and you were stony broke to begin with. Your
son is brilliant and had dreams of becoming a lawyer, but
the king needs soldiers to fight the Battle of Brackenridge
Park so your son is drafted into the army instead. And the
king’s son has designs on your good-looking daughter so
she’s been ordered up to the castle, ostensibly as a serving
maid, but you know what’s up. You question in your
heart whether you even believe in the angry, vengeful
god you’ve been brought up to fear but there’s nobody
else you dare talk to about it and attendance at church is
compulsory no matter what you feel anyway. Your heart’s
desire is to chuck this whole rotten mess and emigrate to
the wide-open spaces of, say, New Mexico, but leaving is
forbidden and your every move is monitored- there are
spies everywhere to report to the castle that you and your
family are packing up and showing signs of sneaking off
in the middle of the night, and even your neighbors in the
same boat may betray you out of fear or in exchange for
any tiny improvement in their own wretched conditionand a slip-up may mean imprisonment or plain old death.
This was not happy place.
There were those, of course, who had better dreams
for their homeland, and many of those were members
of the ruling class- men in government, business and
the sciences, doctors, theologians, students, engineers,
writers, musicians, philosophers and intellectuals of every
stripe, all dissatisfied with the state of their world. They
ascribed to the radical reformist writings of people like
Ludvig Borne, and they believed in freedom of the press,
of speech, of religion; they called for the unification of
Germany and for democratic, constitutional government,
for improved working and living conditions for the
poor and working classes. There were members of the
Freethinkers, a group of intellectuals who openly attacked
tyranny, social injustice, superstition, and ignorance, and

contrary to myth, were NOT all agnostics or atheists,
but rather believed in forming their own opinions about
religion based on reason, independent of tradition or
established belief. There was also an elite society called
Die Vierziger, the Darmstadt Society of Forty, named
for Darmstadt University and for the size of their
membership, consisting of members of all these other
groups, and they all shared and promoted this dream of a
better, free Germany.
So that was the state of things, then, in Germany in the
1840s: so many fiefdoms, all autocratic, a corrupt, chaotic
society in which poverty was widespread and discontent
rampant, freedom non-existent and all those who would
speak out against all the many wrongs in danger of
imprisonment, exile or death.
Another social phenomenon was afoot, too, at the
time. In 1842, the Society for the Protection of German
Immigration in Texas, better known as the Adelsverein
(Nobility Society), was formed in order to ‘establish
a new Germany within the borders of Texas.’ Now
remember, at about the same time, land was going
cheap in Texas as the US was eager to fill up all those
wide-open acres with white people and so keep them
out of the hands of Mexico, who’d recently owned it
and understandably wanted it back. The purpose of
the Adelsverein was German colonization, but the
intellectuals in the Freethinkers movement and the Forty
saw other opportunities closer to their own hearts. What
they envisioned was the settlement of communities there
based on their dream of brotherhood and unity, freedom
and friendship and equality. What they saw was Utopia, a
communistic dream on Texas soil.
Yes. Communist. When Prince Carl of Solms-Braunfels,
former commissioner general of the Adelsverein (and the
founder of New Braunfels) met with the Group of Forty,
in 1847, to try and recruit them for emigration to Texas, it
wasn’t a hard sell. These men were chomping at the bit to
shake the dust of the fatherland off their boots and set out
to try their experimental society across the sea in the Hill
Country of Texas.
Among the Forty were some names we here in Boerne
might recognize: there was Adam Vogt, one of Boerne’s
own founding fathers; Phillip Zoeller, ditto; Gustav
Schleicher, engineer and later a US senator from Texas;
and a guy named Dr. Ferdinand von Herff, who needs no
further introduction around here. Dr. Herff in fact led the
group of emigres to Texas, and thirty-three of the original
Forty ended up crossing the ocean in 1847, to establish
a socialist township on the banks of the Llano River in
Llano County. They named their colony Bettina, after
Bettina Brentano von Arnim, a German liberal and writer,
and one of those whose reformist writings these idealistic
young scholars admired and from which they drew
inspiration. They were to share the work and the profits
equally according to the best socialist traditions, they
built some houses and planted and even harvested their
first crop, but dissension set in pretty early on, over work
duties and trouble over a female cook, a Hispanic captive
given to the expedition as a gift. The utopian dream of
Bettina lasted a little over a year, and the men returned to
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Germany when it broke up. Their dream had suffered a
setback, but they were far from giving up the effort.
At about the same time in 1847, another group of
dreamers and intellectuals were settling their own
community in Kendall County. Nicolaus Zinc was
another German Freethinker, and had surveyed the town
of New Braunfels for Prince Carl before founding the
town of Sisterdale in the valley of the Sister Creek. The
inevitable revolution in the German states- the March
Revolution- finally broke out the following year, 1848, and
was quickly crushed by the conservative aristocracy, and
in the aftermath the revolutionary writers and supporters
found themselves with prices on their heads, imprisoned
or exiled, and many of these ‘Forty-Eighters’ joined Zinc
in the new village which was organized along the same
socialistic lines as Bettina. Among these settlers were
Dr. Ernst Kapp and Adolph Douai, who had both been
imprisoned for their revolutionary writings after the
revolution was put down, and the Baron von Westphal, a
brother-in-law of Karl Marx. Sisterdale would open a post
office in 1851, and with its foundations in freedom and
brotherhood would be a center of German abolitionism
and Unionism during the Civil War.
The men who’d left Bettina after that experiment
failed, went back to Germany and regrouped. Dr. Herff
would return to Texas, having married his childhood
sweetheart, and settle in New Braunfels and eventually
San Antonio (with a famous, and enormous, country
place in Boerne.) But some of the Bettina men- Christian
Flach, Jacob Kuechler, Leopold Schulz, Phillip Zoeller
and Adam Vogt- came back to Texas in 1849 to found
another utopian commune, another dream on the Texas
frontier. They called this one Tusculum, after Cicero’s
home in ancient Rome. And this one they founded near
the place they and three others camped on the Cibolo
Creek in 1849, near what is now Johns Road in Boerne.
They built their limestone houses there, and sowed their
crops and founded their families, sharing the work and
the profits, the troubles and the joy. Three years later,
in 1852, a fellow named Gustav Theissen- one of the
original settlers in Sisterdale- bought 1,100 acres near
Tusculum, and with the help of public surveyor John
James, laid out and surveyed the town of Boerne, named
for that revolutionary writer Ludvig Borne who’d been
such an inspiration to the Freethinkers and the Forty and
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all those dreamers and doers who’d emigrated with the
Adelsverein. Tusculum, meanwhile, survived into the
twentieth century, its most prominent citizen Dr. Richard
Crosky, medical doctor and land surveyor, but the town
of Boerne proved more successful and soon eclipsed, then
absorbed, the tiny socialistic dream that was Tusculum.
Today all that survives of the dreams of those eight
men- the Boerne Eight- is a handful of crumbling rock
buildings, and a chimera of a perfect world.
There would be five of these utopian, socialistic
communities established in Texas in all- the shortlived Bettina, Millheim in Austin County, Latium in
Washington County, and the two in Kendall County,
Sisterdale and tiny Tusculum. They will forever be known
as the Latin Communities, since Latin was the hallmark
of a classical European education and the proof of the
great intellect of the philosophers and dreamers, political
refugees and men of thought and action who came to
these raw and wild hills chasing an ideal. Of the five, only
Sisterdale survives, and that a sleepy roadside hamlet
and merely a dream of what once was. They shouldn’t be
forgotten, though, these Latin Colonies, with their roots
in the havoc that was the remains of the Holy Roman
Empire, their starry-eyed founders men and women of
vision and hope. Those tiny towns are a memory of a
time when the minds of men and women soared above
the plights they faced, and dreamed of a perfect society, a
perfect world. Their memory is a testament to the beauty
of idealism, the heroism of dreamers, and the courage of
those who worked to change the world into a place they
believed it could become.

Visit The Rock Shop
Featuring our huge new Erskine Rock Collection

Over

15,000 specimens for sale

Minerals • Crystals • Fossils • Gemstones

www.CascadeCaverns.com • Everyday 9 - 5 • 226 Cascade Caverns Road, Boerne

830.755.8080

1499 S. Main Street

Boerne, TX 78006 (Next to the Dog & Pony Grill)

boernefarmhouse@gmail.com

830-331-1391
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MUSIC

ARTIST OF THE
MONTH
JESSA REW
By Matt Kersh

J

Jessa Rew’s confidence and grace comes across right away—whether
talking to her over a cup of coffee or watching her share her songs
from the stage. Jessa grew up on a 4,000 acre ranch in Pendleton,
Oregon. Most of her early childhood was spent in the outdoors with her
horses, enjoying the family’s beautiful piece of the Pacific Northwest.

But…I didn’t know how to play guitar or how to sing. I
just remember thinking, ‘That’s it right there.’”
Over the next handful of years, Jessa’s love of good
music deepened. She played piano growing up, to which
she attributes a real degree of her understanding and
appreciation of music. But, like the women that she found
influencing and inspiring her musically, it was the guitar
with which she really wanted to become acquainted.
As life seems to be for many of us, change would come.
“My parents separated, and I went from a 4,000 acre
ranch in Oregon to living in an apartment here in Texas.”
She no longer had her horse or the family ranch to roam
anymore. “My hobbies were sort of dissolved, so that’s
the time when I really started to take learning the guitar
seriously. We moved to Boerne, and I really only knew
three or four chords, so I started taking lessons from Cy
Torgerson in town at The Bohemian Guitar Player.”
In her lessons, Jessa began to learn to play real songs
and understand more of the components of music and
theory. Cy asked her if she sang; she laughs as she recalls
telling him that shower singing was the extent of her
vocal performance. “I was about 16 at this point, but just
wasn’t ready to sing in front of people yet. He did get
me thinking in that direction, though. I was here now,
in a new place with my mom. She was a working, single
mother, and I had my guitar and music.”
Music again would serve to be an anchor during a major
time of transition in her life. Jessa attended her freshman
year at TCU, and couldn’t quite figure out what she
wanted to do. “I realize now, that music really became an
oasis for me. That was around the time that I started to
write songs, as well. It became really important to me.” In
the way music is for so many, Jessa found a true friend.
It was a friend that was with her in the midst of life’s
uncertainties, and that also helped inspire her to spread
her wings and broaden her horizons.
“I decided to do a program in New Zealand for a
music and worship school with YWAM (Youth With
A Mission). We’d go to school during the week, and
on the weekends we would put on a worship service
and breakfast clubs for local kids and write together. I
wanted to go somewhere cool and far away, and it was
really an incredible experience.”
Amidst this group of young songwriters, Jessa began to
hone her own personal brand of creating music, and is
also where she first recorded one of her own songs. In
this experience of getting her toe in the water, she found
a sense of confidence as those around her affirmed her
heartfelt, Americana breed of song and voice.
“Writing now, the best thing to hear when you write
a song, and someone comes up to you and says that it
helped them get through something in their life—that
they can relate to what it’s talking about, or what it means
to them. Because, then you’re giving that gift back that
you’ve gotten from other artists. To be able to share
that with somebody, and they can relate to it, to that
experience…that’s just one of the best things ever.”

“I remember my first time wanting to pick up a guitar, I
was 9 or 10. I was usually riding horses, and would come
back to the house and my dad always had cool music
playing.” That’s when she first remembers hearing Sheryl
Crow, and something about her sound grabbed her in a
special way. Music began to be more than just something
nice to listen to; she realized it actually conveyed emotion
that touched her in ways that it hadn’t before.
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“My dad had a guitar in the closet, and he never really
played it. So one day, I took it out, and started to pretend
like I was playing. We only had a couple of channels
growing up on the farm in Oregon, and my parents
weren’t into spending time watching TV. We did have
PBS, though, which played Austin City Limits. I saw Jewel
on there, and that’s when I knew. I just thought she was a
goddess. I said to myself, ‘I want to be like that one day.’

Jessa is currently working on recording a couple of new
singles locally with Lucas Hughes, a member of Boernebased band, Wild Party. Plans to release those songs by
the beginning of summer 2019 are in store. She continues
to perform around the Hill Country, while juggling a full
schedule as a business owner of Rewby Boutique & Salon.
Jessa enjoys traveling as much as she is able. Keep an eye
out for the release of her new music and performances in
the area. www.facebook.com/jessarewmusic/
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SPIRITUAL

THE MIGHTY BURDEN
By Kendall D. Aaron
The one who comes
to a right belief about
God is relieved of ten
thousand temporal
problems, for he sees at
once that these have to
do with matters which
at the most cannot
concern him for very
long; but even if the
multiple burdens of
time may be lifted from him, the one mighty single burden
of eternity begins to press down upon him with a weight
more crushing than all the woes of the world piled one
upon another. That mighty burden is his obligation to
God. It includes an instant and lifelong duty to love God
with every power of mind and soul, to obey Him perfectly,
and to worship Him acceptably.
AW Tozer

T

Read that at least 3 times, as it will take that many
times before you are able to even partially process the
mouthful of knowledge that it contains.
And after reading, I must say that I think that I have
too much perspective for a man in his early 40s. I have
too much understanding of the brevity of life, of the
sanctity of happiness, and of the beauty that we should
seek to find. I promise you I’m not bragging about
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those thoughts, because to be quite honest, I wish that I
didn’t have the philosophies that I have acquired. They’ve
been borne of death, cancer, divorce, illness, strife, lies, and
destruction. But at the end of the day, I truly do understand
the concept of worry and temporal problems, and how little
of it we should engage.

If, on the other hand, we can trust that God has our
problems handled, the enormity and depth of the
responsibility in front of us is staggering. Because if we have
handed our problems to God, then we are left with but one
task: un-ending worship.
Sound easy? You already know the answer.

But does it help? Does my appreciation for the beauty of this
life somehow stop me from sitting up at night…worrying….
and crying…and dreaming for easier days? Nope. Not
one bit. So do I have perspective, or do I have resignation?
Sheesh, I have no clue. I have experienced LIFE, and that’s all
that I know.

As difficult as this humble act of submission is to perform,
the simplicity of it is also so very beautiful. Worry about
NOTHING. EVER. Simply live, love, and be happy. Give it
all to God and spend the breadth of your life doing the only
thing we can: worshipping.

But that quote above is one that begins to strip away at the
jacket of misery we wear at times. The jacket that we put on
in the mornings as we leave the house – the one that weighs
us down, contains our miseries, and makes the whole of life
a burden at times. But if we look at life through the prism of
eternity, what does it do to our perspective?

As we move into a position of worship, constant worship,
the bandwidth that is our vision changes and we no longer
see the stressors and struggles that we trudge through daily.
Instead, we see opportunities to be refined, to trust on God
more, and to move into a position even closer to Him than
we were the previous day.

Simply put, I think that we arise each day with a choice. A
direction must be chosen, and we’re tasked with that decision
from either a worldly perspective, or a biblical one. If we’re
going to worry about all of the things on our eternal list of
“Things I’m going to Worry About”…then we have recognize
that we are turning AWAY from God’s plan for us during the
day.

After all, if we’re not stressing, the least we can be doing is
worshipping.
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We have a new Mayor this month. We really, really needed a new mayor 4 years ago,
but it is what it is. I don’t know our new Mayor Handren personally, but from what
I have heard and seen, he seems like he’ll do great job. His resume is impressive,
and big companies have hired him to fix their organizations, so we should count
ourselves pretty lucky that a smart man like this would volunteer for an un-paid
thankless job like Mayor.
I’m also quite pleased to see that the City Council has
turned over, save for Nina. Just like the Mayoral position,
we truly needed some fresh faces on Council so that the
citizens could be better represented.
I’m not Mayor of Boerne, nor will I ever be, but I got to
thinking the other day about what I would do differently
if I were Mayor. What would I do on Day one? What
would I do going forward to begin remedying some
of struggles that little ol’ Boerne has endured. In no
particular order, here we go:
ON DAY ONE, I THINK I’D HOLD A PRESS CONFERENCE
A REAL press event attended by real newspapers. We have
local papers, but we have never had press conferences,
and our new Mayor should start his administration with
a whole heckuva lot of communication and transparency.
Lay out your goals. Put developers on notice that there’s a
new Sheriff in town, and give the citizens some hope that
the new Mayor actually wants to listen to them. These
press conferences should happen every 2 weeks. Some
of our local papers could re-learn the art of keeping our
leaders accountable, and a standing conference with the
Mayor would help. Think it might be good change of pace
for the Mayor to let the citizenry know every couple of
weeks about the developments and variance requests that
they said NO to? Yeah, me too.
ERADICATE THE DUCKS ON RIVER ROAD
This goes without saying.
I’D START INTERVIEWING CITY MANAGER APPLICANTS
Ron Bowman has been in his role since the early ‘80s
(longest running City Manager in Texas) and his salary
has gone from mid $100’s to pushing $400k, all while
under $chultz’s reign. I don’t know Bowman, and I’m
sure he’s a good guy, but it’s time for change. With a
change in leadership, and with a city population that is
overwhelmingly frustrated with city planning, I bet we
could hire a well-qualified City Manager, save a ton of
money, and set a new tone for our town. I’m not sure
what to think of the fact that we have 2 (or 3) Deputy City
Managers for a town of approximately 16,000 people, but
I’d sure be scratching my head over that one also.
MOBILITY
For 15 years I have predicted that Boerne would become
Stone Oak with clogged roads, and people would say
“Man, I hope not”. Guess what? We’re Stone Oak. I know
that fixing mobility is a complex process that requires
lots of people with lots of knowledge, but I’d sure call
a meeting with all of these people in the room and try
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to figure this out asap. The Gateway was a monstrously
terrible idea so we don’t need that, but there has to be
some real-world options for us to remedy this somewhat.
My hopes are low, though, as the City swore that the Herff
extension would fix our traffic problems and I’m sure
you have all seemed how that intersection works most
days. But perhaps with a new Mayor and some interested
parties, we can make some progress.
I WOULD SIGN A MAYORAL DECREE THAT MOVES BERGES
FEST BACK TO TOWN SQUARE
I have no idea what the hang-up is with this, and I don’t
really care. This event is one of the things that makes
Boerne what it is, and it belongs on Town Square. No
debate.
CHANGE BOERNE LAKE ADMISSION COSTS
Residents: FREE. Visiting cars full of folks from San
Antonio and beyond: $200 per car and we hand them a
garbage bag to clean up as they leave. The Lake was always
such a beautiful little spot, and too many people have
been abusing it for too long.
DECLARE GERMAN HERITAGE DAY
Some time back I saw $chultz signing a proclamation
to celebrate Mexican-American History month in our
German town. While that’s great and all, I went searching
and from what I can tell, we have no celebration of
our German ancestors that founded this area. Make it
coincide with Berges Fest along with all the leiderhosen
that the kids wear.
BEGIN THE CREATION OF A KENDALL COUNTY MUSEUM
Most small towns have these museums, but not Boerne
and I find that unacceptable. I would love to see the City
buy the old Riverside Gas Station, knock it over, and
build a really cool museum that educates people on the
founders of Boerne, Bergheim, Comfort, and the County.
Artifacts, old photos, tours led by volunteers. The couple
of bucks we could charge for admission would cover
the upkeep of the building, we’d secure the most visible
intersection in town, and we’d provide a great resource not
only for visitors, but for residents and their families. If we
can afford a $22m Taj-Mah-City-Hall...AND a fancy new
CVB building...we can figure out how to get this done.
Hell, I bet we could do this with just private donations.
DRINK BEER WITH THE MAYOR
I would pick a random day (let’s say Tuesdays) and I’d
advertise that I’d be hanging out at the Duck having a
pint at 4pm. Anybody is encouraged to come by, pull up
a chair and chat with me about whatever issue they are

concerned about. I would understand more about how
people are being impacted by our town’s activities, I’d
be able to meet good people that might be able to help
with the shared cause of improving town, and frankly, I’d
make new friends. Leading a town like Boerne is going
to involve the repairing of a very fractured relationship
between City leaders and the citizens, and why not start
by just sitting down on the patio at the Duck and sharing
a late-day beer followed by a handshake?
I’D CREATE A MAYORAL ADVISEMENT COUNCIL
I’d call 5 of my smartest friends from a variety of
industries and get them to meet with me once a month for
a lunch. Because I’m Mayor and know that I don’t know
everything, I’d love to have a small collection of smart
people to give me advice. Make sure you’re not doing any
business with these folks (for conflicting interests) and
let them give you some straight advice so you can a larger
perspective than your own.
I could go on and on, but I won’t. Doing all of the above
would make for one very busy 1st day, but it would be
a great start. I’m excited for Handren, and I’m excited
for the City. There seems to be a sense of hope around
town lately, and I know that expectations are high for
this administration. I sincerely hope that they can refocus our priorities, mend the communication gaps with
the citizens, and begin to better craft a vision for what
remains of “undeveloped” Boerne so that we can save as
much as we can for future generations.

You can’t kill us.
We’re heritage. Uhh, I
mean... QUACK!
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