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TREE CARE PROVIDER

WHAT’S BELOW THE SURFACE IS
JUST AS IMPORTANT AS WHAT’S ABOVE IT.
CERTIFIED ARBORIST
DEEP ROOT FERTILIZATION
PHC TREATMENT
TREE PRUNING
TREE MITIGATION
TREE REMOVAL
PLANTING
STUMP GRINDING

www.burkettarborcare.com | 830.229.5700 | Contact us for a FREE ESTIMATE

Opening early Fall 2019!

Where Beer and History Come Together!
The perfect union of great beer & food
236 S. Main St. | Boerne, TX | 210.452.4720

Kevin Beitchman DDS, MS

Orthodontist
25 FM 3351 S. • Boerne, TX 78006

830-229-5444
www.beitchmanortho.com

Just around the corner from Voss Middle School

BEST YOGA/PILATES STUDIO

RELAX | REVIVE | REJUVENATE
Classes in Yoga, Pilates, Barre and
Personal Fitness Training taught by
highly qualified instructors in our
newly designed studio in the heart
of Boerne.
121 Rosewood Ave
Boerne, TX 78006
info@agavewell.com
www.agavewell.com
830-431-5611
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Realize your dream of healthy
mind, body & spirit.
Come check out our new products!

Probiotic CBD, Sparkling Water, Tea, Marshmallow Treats, Doggy Food & More!

]

BRINGING WELLNESS
TO THE WORLD
Our hemp-based CBD products at CBD
American Shaman Boerne Hill Country
can trigger the body in a positive way.
We ensure you’re getting a high-quality
product with our edibles, tinctures, and
other goods that are made with ultraconcentrated, terpene-rich hemp oil. We
even have CBD products for your pets, so
be sure to ask about treats for your dog!

VISIT OUR
A
STORE FOR

FREE
!
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S

31007 I-10 West, Ste. #108 • (830) 368-5020 • www.boernecbdstore.com
Se habla español • 10% discount to military, veterans & first responders with ID

All Products
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CONTRIBUTING WRITERS
MATT KERSH
MUSIC

Samuel holds a master
of divinity from a large
Southern Baptist seminary
in Fort Worth. He completed
coursework for a Ph.D. in New
Testament before he left, too.
He served various ministries
from 2005-2016 before
getting into something more
straightforward and honest selling cars.

Matt Kersh is a freelance writer
out of Boerne, Texas that
focuses on almost exclusively
on the local music scene. Kersh
is an accomplished musician
who plays hundreds of shows
throughout Texas and the
Southwest United States.

Kendall D. Aaron
Spiritual

Old Timer Just Old Timer

I’m just a normal guy. I’m not a
theology student, I don’t preach
in church, and I’ve never written
a book. I’m just a normal guy
that thinks, and feels, and is on a
never-ending journey attempting
to be the best person I can be. I
fail frequently at this quest, yet
each day, the quest continues.
I’ve lived in Boerne since the late
‘80s, I’ve got a most beautiful
wife, three wonderful children, and just really, really love God.
Thanks for going on my spiritual journey with me.

Publisher
Benjamin D. Schooley
ben@hillcountryexplore.com
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Marjorie Hagy History

SAMUEL SMITH
SPIRITUAL

Marjorie is a bibliophile, a
history nut and an insomniac,
among several other conditions,
both diagnosed and otherwise.
When she's not working
tirelessly to avoid getting a real
job, she nurses an obsession
with her grandson and is
involved in passing legislation
restricting the wearing of socks
with sandals. She is an aspiring
pet hoarder who enjoys vicious
games of Scrabble, reading Agatha Christie, and sitting around
doing nothing while claiming to be thinking deeply. Marjorie
has five grown children, a poodle to whom she is inordinately
devoted in spite of his breath, and holds an Explore record for
never having submitted an article on time. She's been writing
for us for five years now.

The Old Timer tells us he's
been a resident of Boerne
since about 1965. He enjoys
telling people what he doesn't
like. When not bust'n punks
he can be found feeding the
ducks just off Main St. or
wandering aimlessly in the
newly expanded HEB. Despite
his rough and sometimes
brash persona, Old Timer is
really a wise and thoughtful
individual. If you can sort
through the BS.

Operations Manager
Tiffany Usher
tiffany@smvtexas.vom

Creative Director
Benjamin N. Weber
ben.weber@smvtexas.com

ADVERTISING SALES
210-507-5250
sales@hillcountryexplore.com

DEAREST EXPLORE READER,
You’ve all seen the movie: JAWS.

he stared down the sun as it set across the bay while they
ventured out into the great unknown.

And you all know the character: QUINT.
You might know the character, but the name might not
register with you. QUINT was the crusty fishermen that
took the guys out to catch the shark on the ORCA. All
of you just threw your head back and exclaimed “Ohhhhh….QUINT! Got it.”
Quint is one of the more memorable characters in 20th
century film, and I find it fascinating that we all know his
character, but not his name. The realness of his character
is one that is instantly recognizable, and yet, he’s probably
universally known as that “other guy on the boat”.
I watched JAWS the other day with my daughter (her 1st
time) and something about Quint made me kind of turn
my head and pay particular attention to him. Like most
of you, I have seen this movie countless times, and I knew
all the lines, but if you really, REALLY pay attention to
Quint…well, he’s got a story if you’re looking for it, both
in the actual movie and in real life.
Quint was played by a guy named Robert Shaw. He was
a crusty guy with a lot of demons (one being his love
of drink) and was actually selected for the role because
Spielberg loved the way he “died” in a few of Shaw’s other
films. Shaw, on the other hand, read the book “JAWS”
and said “it was a piece of shit”, so he refused the film, but
his wife ultimately talked him into the film. It was his 2nd
of 3 wives, all of whom died from disease.
From there, our friend Quint was born for our cinematic
pleasure.
From that first fingernail-screeching intro that we all
know where we see Quint for the first time, he becomes
the ultimate authentic Ahab that is willing to hunt the
great beast. From there, we watch all 3 characters board
the ORCA and embark on their adventure to find the
deadly fish and take it down. This is where Quint becomes
a constant character for us, and where I began to see this
man a little differently.
For one, Quint had a history. After they loaded the boat
up to begin the trip, I chuckled as he yells at Chief Brody
(who had just kissed his wife goodbye), “Don’t worry
Chief! If she’s mad at you now, she’ll love you when
you return! The sea has a way of doing that to women.
HAHAHH!” It was delivered with such realism and
passion, you truly knew that Quint had spent countless
seasons away from his wife, who was undoubtedly mad at
him for leaving yet again…but he was Quint. He HAD to
leave. And then with his steely eyes and pervasive smirk,
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From there, for me at least, he takes over the film. He
lectures Hooper, our nerdy Richard Dreyfuss character
on virtually everything. He yells at “Chief ” to do things
faster, slower, and differently. He commands the boat, he
sings songs about “Seven Spanish maidens” over and over,
and he stares down the most ominous fish in film history.
He gives one of the most famous film scenes in memory
as he recounts his time aboard the USS Indianapolis. As
I read stories for this article, I learned that the scene had
to be re-shot because Quint said that they should have a
“wee nip” to make things authentic, but he became blind
drunk, couldn’t remember anything about the scene, and
begged Spielberg to re-shoot it. Ah, Quint.
What got me the most was when they first encounter the
shark and Quint shoots him with that harpoon gun and
ties a keg to him. He screams at Hooper who is driving to
follow his directions and ultimately gets the shot. He turns
around on that little deck on the bow of the boat, lies his
gun down, and smiles at his shipmates. I smiled, too.

of his face while Quint fashioned some marine ropes for
the boat, and barked an order for this and that, his child
didn’t question his father. He was probably mesmerized
at the dexterity of his dad’s hands as he whipped up a
complicated knot, barked an order, and then stared with
an eagle eye glare across the sea. He was a father, and one
that was probably larger than life.
Quint yelled at everyone. He drank way too much. He
was stubborn and didn’t listen to others. But Quint was
AUTHENTIC. While Robert Shaw might have been an
actor that gave a great performance, somewhere out there
is a Quint that lives his life as he sees fit, along with his
demons, and is who he is. I like that.
I’ve thought about Quint about 1000 times since I
watched the movie with my kids, and maybe I’ll think
about him forever. I think that we all get told how we
should behave, what we should say, and how we should
work as a team. We are to collaborate, to coordinate, and
to figure things out.
But then there’s Quint.

We finished the movie, including Quint’s bloody death
at the teeth of that evil shark, and my kids ran off to bed.
Late that night, I stared at the ceiling and thought about
Quint. I wasn’t so sure why he was remaining in my
thoughts, but sure enough, I just kept smiling internally
about his silly singing of “Seven Spanish Maidens.”
Then I suppose it came to me: Quint was AUTHENTIC.
Yes, the character was authentic, but somewhere behind
all of it, there’s a real Quint that is beyond REAL. I laid in
bed and created an entire story for Quint and his life and
his struggles and the reality of his life that never made its
way into film. He ceased being a character in a movie and
became a real person with a colorful history and story
that I found powerful…and beautiful.

I want to believe that despite the time he wasn’t with his
kids, they still stared at him in awe when he was around.
They stood back, jaws agape, and would have said “Don’t
get in the way. Dad is working.” I want to believe that he
was a mess personally, but he understood it, and accepted
it. He handled his fishing business, he mastered the seas,
he stared down the waves, and he still drank too much
rum. Because he was Quint.

Quint became a man of authenticity, despite anyone’s
opinion. He was who he was. His brashness, his vulgarity,
his beer-crushing persona…they were Quint. You can’t
contain it nor condemn it. He simply exuded his bravado and sang his songs and you were a part of it, or you
weren’t. He didn’t ask the question – he simply punctuated the period.

But most of all, I think that we just want to be authentic.
Welcome to September. May you throw off your bow
lines, sing about Spanish Maidens and EXPLORE everything that you can imagine. Life is short, experience is
even shorter, and AUTHENTICITY is even more elusive.
Find all 3 and enjoy the time that God has given you.

And 30 years later, we’re still talking about him. Not for
his short-comings, but for his triumphs. In spite of it all,
some part of us wants to be like Quint. We want to not
care, we want to sing stupid songs, and we want to enjoy
too much rum.

Sincerely,
I also decided that somewhere, Quint had a child. I have
no reason to create this story other than his many, many
comments about “maidens”, but I became convinced that
Quint was a father. So then I thought about his kid. What
did he think of his father? Did he see him much? When
I considered this, I was left with the theory that Quint
probably didn’t see his child much (because of the sea)
but I also guessed that when his child looked at the side

ben@hillcountryexplore.com

Texas Czech
Grandmother’s
Invention!
Bouillabaisse
Soup

FRESH | HEALTHY | MADE FROM SCRATCH DAILY
CARRY OUT ORDERS WELCOME
ON ALL MENU ITEMS
518 RIVER ROAD | BOERNE, TX | WWW.LITTLEGRETEL.COM | 830-331-1368

AREA EVENTS

BANDERA
August 30-September 1 Bandera Round-Up Bandera
honors its cowboy and Western heritage with a Longhorn
Cattle Drive Parade on Saturday, arts and crafts, music,
gunfight re-enactments, and a ranch rodeo. Bandera
County Courthouse Lawn Phone: 830-796-3045 Website:
banderacowboycapital.com
BLANCO
September 14 Julia Pautz in Concert A native Texan, Julia
Pautz has been a member of the San Diego Symphony
Orchestra since 2010. Uptown Blanco Ballroom Phone:
830-385-1173 Website: blancoperformingarts.com
BOERNE
August 29-September 1 Kendall County Fair and Rodeo For
more than 100 years, the Kendall County Fair Association
has maintained its agricultural mission for the region.
This annual festival includes vendors selling food, jewelry,
and handcrafted items; a pageant; a rodeo and livestock
show; and a parade on Main Street on Saturday morning.
Kendall County Fairgrounds Phone: 830-249-2839
Website: visitboerne.org
September 7, 14, 21, 28 Farmers Market at the Cibolo
Shop fresh local produce, farm fresh eggs, breads, jams,
jellies, local honey, and Texas Hill Country arts and crafts
at the historic Herff Farm at the Cibolo Nature Center in
Boerne. Enjoy free live music, gardening classes, cooking
demonstrations, and children’s craft activities, too. Herff
Farm Phone: 830-249-4616 Website: visitboerne.org/
calendar
September 7, 21 Hot Rod Night With live music and classic
cars, this event is reminiscent of old-fashioned Americana
street parties—a gathering place for old and new friends.
Soda Pops Phone: 830-331-8799 Website: visitboerne.org/
calendar
September 14 Kuhlmann-King Museum Tour Located
behind Boerne City Hall, the Kuhlmann-King house
gives the public the opportunity to step back in time to
see what a historic Boerne home looked like “way back
when.” The museum is open every second Saturday of the
month. Historic Kuhlmann-King Homestead Phone: 830331-1033 Website: visitboerne.org/calendar
September 14 Moondance Concert Series Bring your own
beverages, chairs, and picnics for a concert beneath the
Texas stars. Cibolo Nature Center Phone: 830-249-4616
Website: visitboerne.org/calendar
September 14 Second Saturday Art Beat Boerne shops and
art galleries team up to bring fine art to the people every
second Saturday of the month. Look for flashy banners
displayed through town. Boerne’s Hill Country Mile
Phone: 210-954-6659 Website: visitboerne.org/calendar
September 14-15 Boerne Market Days On the second
weekend of every month, Main Plaza is home to a
magical outdoor market that blends the traditions of the
Texas Hill Country with the creations of today’s culture.
Hundreds of festive booths display everything from
collectibles and remembrances of the past to modern
innovations that will bring a smile of wonder to those
who stroll past. Main Plaza Phone: 210-844-8193 Website:
visitboerne.org/calendar
September 19 A Thirst for Nature Every third Thursday
of the month, the Cibolo Nature Center hosts a specially
themed event for guests to learn about the different plant
and wildlife of Boerne and the Hill Country’s surrounding
areas. Those who are of age can sip on an adult beverage
made to match the theme for that month, or choose the
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Get out and enjoy the great Texas Hill Country!

The most comprehensive events calendar. Send submissions to info@hillcountryexplore.com

nonalcoholic version for kids. Cibolo Nature Center
Phone: 830-249-4616 Website: visitboerne.org/calendar
September 21 Concert in the Cave: Celebration Circle Enjoy
an eclectic mixture of uplifting contemporary acoustic
songs, ancient instrumentation, improvisation, and
contemplation celebrating the Fall Equinox. The concert
features the words and music of songwriter/performance
artist Rudi Harst and the Circle Band. Cave Without A
Name Phone: 830-537-4212 Website: visitboerne.org/
calendar
BULVERDE
September 21 Bulverde Jubilee This annual festival has
a parade, booths, children’s activities, and a carnival.
Old Downtown Village Phone: 210-213-4319 Website:
bulverdejubilee.com
COMFORT
September 10 Music in the Park Held the second Tuesday
of May through October, these free concerts also include
free drinks provided by Gaddis Methodist Church, the
co-sponsor of the event with the Chamber of Commerce.
Bring a lawn chair, enjoy the music, and dance too.
Comfort City Park Phone: 830-995-3813
September 14 Fall Art Festival See 25-30 artists display
their works at shops in the historic downtown area and at
local wineries. Browse, shop, and support artists selling
paintings, ceramics, and jewelry. Historic Downtown
Comfort Phone: 830-995-3131 Website: comfort-texas.
com
September 28 Thunderdash This 5K mob run’s obstacles
include but are not limited to mud, climbing, mud,
crawling, mud, and jumping. The obstacles are manmade, nature-made, man-made natural obstacles, and
naturally man-made obstacles. Website: visitboerne.org/
calendar
FREDRICKSBURG
August 24-25, 31; September 1 Grape Stomp at Becker
Vineyards Celebrating the end of grape harvest, barrels
will be cut in half and filled with grapes to stomp at this
23rd annual event. Becker Vineyards Phone: 830-6442681 Website: beckervineyards.com
August 31-September 1 Pacific Combat Living History
Re-enactment See equipment and weapons used during
WWII and a battle re-enactment set on an island
in the Pacific with flamethrower, tanks, uniformed
actors, and more. National Museum of the Pacific War
Pacific Combat Zone Phone: 830-997-8600 Website:
pacificwarmuseum.org
KERRVILLE
September 6 First Friday Wine Share A fun way to meet
new or different wines, people, and places of business or
art. Bring no more than one bottle of wine per couple
and a glass. Ranch Radio Group Phone: 830-896-6600
Website: firstfridaywineshare.com
September 7 Kerr County Market Days Peruse an indoor
marketplace of vendors with original handcrafted goods,
artwork, and homegrown plants and produce. Kerr
County Hill Country Youth Event Center Phone: 830895-7524 Website: kerrmarketdays.org
September 7 Run for Riverside 5K The fifth annual 5K run
and walk along the Kerrville River Trail offers live music,
door prizes, and refreshments. Riverside Nature Center
Phone: 830-257-4837 Website: riversidenaturecenter.org

September 7 Kerrville River Festival Enjoy live music at
this family-friendly event. Food and refreshments are
available for purchase. Lousie Hays Park Phone: 830257-7300 Website: kerrvilletx.gov
September 7 “The Party” at the Museum of Western Art
Show and Sale The 36th annual social function offers
gourmet food and libations, an art exhibition, and sale.
Museum of Western Art Phone: 830-896-2553 Website:
musuemofwesternart.com
September 14 Kerrville River Roadster Show Cruise in
and enjoy music and food at this family-friendly event.
All cars are welcome. Lousie Hays Park Phone: 830-2577300 Website: kerrvilletx.gov
September 20 Concerts by the River Pack up your lawn
chairs and picnic blankets and enjoy a free summer
concert along the banks of the beautiful Guadalupe
River. There is food and refreshments available for
purchase. Lousie Hays Park Phone: 830-257-7300
Website: kerrvilletx.gov
September 22 Wine Down with Yoga Enjoy 90 minutes of
yoga paired with tastings of four pose-enhancing wines.
Kerrville Hills Winery Phone: 830-895-4233 Website:
kerrvillehillswinery.com
September 28-29 Kerrville Triathlon Festival Athletes
swim, bike, and run. Lousie Hays Park Website:
kerrvilletri.com
NEW BRAUNFELS
September 4, 11, 18, 25 Polka Wednesdays Polka under
the pavilion every Wednesday night. We’re showcasing
the best in traditional Bavarian music and dance.
Krause’s Cage and Biergarten Phone: 830-625-2807
Website: krausescafe.com/events
September 7 Rodney Crowell in Concert With more than
40 years of American roots music under his belt, Texas
native Rodney Crowell is a two-time Grammy Award
winner with five No. 1 hits of his own and a legacy of
songwriting excellence which has made him an icon
among giants. With strong roots in country music,
Crowell has written chart-topping hits for the likes of
Emmylou Harris, Johnny Cash, Waylon Jennings, and
Keith Urban. But owing to the distinctly universal,
literary quality of his writing, Crowell has also penned
beloved songs for artists as diverse as Bob Seger, Etta
James, the Grateful Dead, John Denver, and Jimmy
Buffett. Gruene Hall Phone: 830-629-5077 Website:
https://gruenehall.thundertix.com/events/149543
September 13 Crystal Gayle in Concert Inducted into the
Grand Ole Opry in January 2017 by her sister Loretta
Lynn, the Academy of Country Music recognized Gayle
with a 2016 Cliffie Stone Pioneer Award for her Lifetime
Achievements in Country Music. Brauntex Theatre
Phone: 830-627-0808
September 26 Zedd in Concert Grammy-winning
electronic producer Zedd stops in New Braunfels as a
part of his Orbit Tour. Zedd has done work with famous
musicians such as Maren Morris, Ariana Grande, Selena
Gomez, and Lady Gaga. Zedd has partnered with
PLUS1 so that $1 from every ticket goes to organizations
bringing dignity, equity, and access to communities who
need it. Whitewater Music Amphitheater Phone: 830964-3800 Website: whitewaterrocks.com/event/1855810zedd-orbit-tour-new-braunfels
September 26-29 River Revival Festival Texas-based
independent record label Splice Records hosts this music
festival along the Guadalupe River. On-the-river and
cliffside campgrounds are available. KL Ranch Camp
Phone: 210-213-8934 Website: riverrevival.net

1499 S. Main Street

Boerne, TX 78006 (next to Dog & Pony Grill)

boernefarmhouse@gmail.com

830-331-1391

CELEBRATING 37 YEARS IN BOERNE
Thank you to all our customers and wonderful employees!

• From Scratch Bread Baked Daily •
• Homemade Pies & Cheesecakes •
• Custom Birthday & Wedding Cakes •

Voted Best Sandwich!

Boerne
929 N. Main | (830) 249-8826
Kerrville
1312 Broadway | (830) 315-2867
Open Mon-Sat 10am-6pm

www.bumdoodlers.com

Boerne Family Medicine strives to be
the “medical home” for your family – a
safe environment where you can expect
to receive a thorough assessment and a
personalized treatment strategy based
on the most current medical evidence.
You’re considered a true partner with
the medical team, whose ultimate goal
is to empower you to make the best
possible decisions when it comes to
optimizing the health of your and your
family’s health.

112 Herff Rd., Suite 110
Boerne, TX 78006
Phone: 830-331-8585
Fax: (830) 331-8586
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Monday - Thursday 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Friday 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Saturday - Sunday Closed

CALL TODAY FOR AN APPOINTMENT
OR BOOK ONLINE.
www.boernefamilymedicine.com

Ben Schooley, REALTOR®

Brokerage – Boerne, TX

424 HERFF ST.
$340,000

Perfectly located only a short walk from downtown Boerne and some of the best shopping and dinning venues in the Texas Hill Country. This beautiful 4 /4 Town House is perfectly
suited for just about anyone with a huge living area and over sized bedrooms both upstairs and down. There is also a giant two car garage for secure parking and extra storage space.
This is one of the most comfortable and affordable property’s on the market in Boerne and it is certain not to last long. Beautiful!! Don’t wait. Listing provided by Coldwell Banker D’Ann
Harper Realtors

108 COTERIE PL.
$400,000

Stunning home on the golf course in Tapatio Springs. This recently remodeled home is virtually a new home in a beautiful established neighborhood. Large Master suite with access to
back patio. Office could easily be a third bedroom. Large laundry room with lots of storage. Unique workshop and additional room/storage area off the patio. Fabulous Kitchen with
two refrigerators, double ovens, induction heat cooktop, wine cooler, soft close cabinets with lots of pull outs. Truly a relaxing garden home! Listing provided by Solid Realty Group

28926 FAIRS GATE
$460,000

Home features soaring ceilings, open floor plan, cozy brick fireplace, large covered patio overlooking a double greenbelt! This home offers an abundance of living spaces with separate
game room, office and media rooms. All bedrooms are downstairs with only the media room and a half bath being upstairs. Single owner home which was custom built with over
$125,000 worth of upgrades! Listings provided by Solid Realty Group

UTILIZING MORE MARKETING TOOLS THAN ANY
OTHER REALTOR® IN THE AREA.
LET’S START A CONVERSATION TODAY | 210.777.2075
www.theschooleygroup.com

MUSIC

ARTIST OF THE MONTH:
Aaron Patterson
By Matt Kersh

I

It’s always enjoyable to be surprised. Aaron Patterson is one
of the nicest guys you could ever meet. Sincere, kind-hearted,
and someone with whom it’s incredibly easy to converse.
Maybe it’s my weird mind, but I guess I subconsciously
pigeon-holed him that he only plays a “real nice” brand of
music. I was incorrect.

Aaron’s a native of the Texas Hill Country that comes
from a highly-musical family. Both of his parents studied
music in their college training with voice being their
principal instrument.

attention. Though the level of enjoyment is multiplied
significantly when those players have the chemistry
together that comes from having spent time playing many
shows together like Aaron and Tyler have.

“My mom taught private voice lessons for years. She
was also a choir director for several years, and is now an
english teacher at Marshall High. My Dad has worked in
finance for his career, though he has continued to sing in
concerts and things at church throughout all these years.”

Aaron shared with me more about his past musical
projects, and talked sparingly about his earlier band,
Tongue Tied Lightning. Granted, when they were making
music in the area, I was in California, and wasn’t all
that aware about what was happening on the local music
scene back in the Texas Hill Country.

Beyond Aaron’s home life, his education was also
married to music. “I went to Communication Arts High
School. The school shares the Taft High School campus,
and I was a part of the very first class there which was
graduated in 1999. In light of sharing the campus with
Taft, I was very involved with Taft Vocal Music. David
Dyer was the instructor there and he was amazing.”
Many may not know, I didn’t, but Communications Arts
High School is a magnet school that is widely-regarded
as one of the premier locations for musical training and
general quality of education, not only in Texas, but in the
entire country. That education and musical training shines
through when interacting with Aaron personally and in
listening to his recordings and performances.
Aaron has been married to his wife, Kelly, for 8 years
now. Kelly is also musical, though beyond her skill there,
she’s also a gifted dancer. She is the Dance Teacher and
Dance Director for Boerne High School. They have two
young daughters, Leighton (5) and Eleanor (1).
“I’m most fortunate to be able to make music with my
talented bride. She makes me better in ways beyond
just music and I just love when she’s able to add her
wonderful voice to the performances.”

As mentioned earlier, both of Aaron’s parents were vocal
performance majors. In listening to the creativity and
skill on vocals that are on that Tongue Tied Lightning
album, it’s apparent that training was passed on from his
folks, and refined through Aaron’s own hard work. Being
a musician myself, it’s a pleasure to spend time with folks
like Aaron that are gifted artists, but even more so when
they’re also really good people.

His musical stylings are refreshingly varied. Having
heard Aaron perform on a few occasions, he brings a
well-developed sensibility to the table when performing
classic country while infusing it with a modern sense of
Americana and Folk. That blending of genres all appeal
to my personal taste, and Aaron does an excellent job
with it, especially when doing so with the extremelytalented, multi-instrumentalist, Tyler Jackson.

Keep an eye out for Aaron Patterson performing around
the Hill Country. Kelly’s busy schedule doesn’t allow
her to join often, but still does so on occasion. He and
Tyler Jackson are regularly at Cibolo Creek Brewing
Company on Sunday afternoons from 2-5 in Boerne.
You can also catch him with some frequency at Singing
Water Vineyards in Comfort and The Auslander in
Fredericksburg.

Whenever talented players are on stage together, it’s
immediate auditory enjoyment for any listener that pays
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I decided to check out their recordings today. Let me
preface this with saying, just last night, I was at the gym
late and listening to Jeff Buckley’s album “Grace.” This
particular album is one of the greatest of all time, in my
humble opinion. During that workout while enjoying
the music, I caught myself repeatedly thinking what a
musical genius he was that left this earth too soon and
tragically so. Anyway, listening to this Tongue Tied
Lightning record has major flashes of Jeff Buckley’s work
and is fully the musical brainchild of Aaron Patterson.
I also get strong remembrances of favorite songs from
Radiohead, Muse, and Incubus. I felt absolutely obligated
to include a “mini-review” on this record here. Being an
extreme music snob and playing for a living, the quality
of this album in performance, production, and songs was
such a pleasant surprise.
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George E. Metz III, DDS • Michael Hoeppner, DDS

830-229-5581

25 FM 3351 South
Boerne, Texas 78006
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Kendall Woods Dental

COFFEE · BAKERY · BISTRO
BOOKSTORE

·

BOUTIQUE · EVENT SPACE

210 N MAIN ST. · BOERNE, TEXAS · 830.331.2225
THEDIENGERTRADINGCO.COM

LET’S CONNECT
146 S MAIN ST BOERNE, TX 78006
830.249.6336 | ellablueboerne@hotmail.com

Facebook.com/ellabluetrends
@ellablueboerne
@EllaBlueBoerne
Pinterest.com/ellablueboerne
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BADASS

BADASS OF THE
MONTH
Audie Murphy was one of the United States’
greatest war heroes and the most decorated
soldier in American history. He distinguished
himself countless times in the face of incredible
adversity, overcame every obstacle he faced,
braved peril of every sort, and did it all with humility, dignity, and a
healthy amount of machine gun fire.

A

22 | EXPLORE

Lt. Murphy was serving as company commander in
the Holzwihr forest on 26 January 1945. His unit had
been completely decimated - he had 19 men left in
his company that was once 128 strong - and had been
assigned to hold the critical Colmar Pocket region from a
German counterattack. He had two M-10 tank destroyers
attached to his unit, and was expecting and additional two
companies of infantry to come cover his flank.

Murphy was born in rural Texas in 1924, the sixth of
twelve children. He dropped out of school early on as
many kids did so that he could help earn money for the
family, but then his father split town on the family in
1936 and his mother died in 1940, so Audie was left to
raise his brothers and sisters. Pearl Harbor happened,
and Murphy figured that the military was the ticket to a
better life. He tried to sign up immediately but was too
young. Upon turning 18, he went to the Marines. At 5’5”
and 110 pounds, they laughed and sent him home. So did
the Navy. The Army shrugged their shoulders and sent
little Audie to North Africa as part of the US 3rd Infantry
Division.
Audie trolled around in the desert for a while but
never saw any combat until his unit was sent to invade
Sicily. There, he proved himself in several battles and
was quickly promoted to Sergeant. He continued
to distinguish himself during the Allied invasion of
mainland Italy, serving bravely during an amphibious
invasion and in several key battles of the Italian campaign.
After helping secure Italy, the 3rd Division was tasked
with the amphibious invasion of Southern France. After
landing on the beachhead, Audie and his best friend
noticed a group of German soldiers heading towards
them waving a white flag and holding their rifles in the
air. The Americans advanced forward to accept their
surrender when all of a sudden the Kraut bastards pulled
their rifles down and shot the shit out of Audie’s buddy.

It was a cold, rainy morning when Lt. Murphy first
noticed the battalion of German mechanized infantry
heading towards his position. Three companies of Nazi
soldiers and half a dozen heavy Tiger tanks were bearing
down on him. Murphy radioed to HQ, only to find
that the two companies of supporting infantry he was
expecting to hold the flank were not going to arrive in
time. Audie was alone and outnumbered, but it was his
duty to hold this position and he knew what he had to do.
He send his men back to take defensive positions behind
him, and called the M-10s forward to take out some of the
German armor. Within minutes, both vehicles had been
knocked out like chumps. Now it was just Audie against
an impossibly large force of German troops. Instead of
falling back to safety like a regular, sane person, Murphy
instead jumped up and manned the .50 caliber machine
gun mounted one of the burning, disabled M-10s. He got
on the radio with Command HQ and started calling in
artillery strikes to hit the German positions. Shells rained
down, taking out Nazis all over the place, but it wasn’t
enough. Lt. Murphy opened up the machine gun from his
completely exposed position and stared mowing down
Krauts left and right. Artillery continued to pound the
Germans while Murphy shot the shit out of them. Before
long the German losses were so great that the Tiger tanks
had to pull back because they had lost most of their
infantry support. Audie continued to fire until he ran out
of bullets, then dismounted the M-10 only seconds before
the entire vehicle exploded. He rallied his men, and the
small group of Americans charged forward and routed the
German forces. The Colmar Pocket had held.

Murphy saw the war through to it’s conclusion before
returning home as a hero and receiving the Congressional
Medal of Honor. He served some time in the Texas
National Guard, retiring at the rank of Major. After his
military service, Audie Murphy went on to be a badass
movie action hero, starring in a number of Westerns and
even playing himself in the autobiographical To Hell and
Back. He was eventually given a star on the Hollywood
Walk of Fame.
Murphy was the true definition of a badass. The very
unassuming humble man and soldier simply did what he
had to do during war, and saved countless lives. Here’s
his list of medals, which made him the most decorated
soldier in American military history:
Congressional Medal of Honor
Distinguished Service Cross
Two Silver Stars
Legion of Merit
Two Bronze Stars
Three Purple Hearts
U.S. Army Outstanding Civilian Service Medal
Good Conduct Medal
Two Presidential Unit Citations
American Campaign Medal
European-African-Middle Eastern Campaign Medal with
One Silver Star,
Four Bronze Service Stars and one Bronze Arrowhead
World War II Victory Medal
Army of Occupation Medal
Armed Forces Reserve Medal
Combat Infantry Badge
Marksman Badge with Rifle Bar
Expert Badge with Bayonet Bar
French Fourragere in Colors of the Croix de Guerre
French Legion of Honor, Grade of Chevalier
French Croix de Guerre With Silver Star
French Croix de Guerre with Palm
Medal of Liberated France
Belgian Croix de Guerre 1940 Palm

This did not sit well with our friend Sergeant Murphy.
He turned into an Army version of the Hulk and gunned
down the Nazi bastards like a wildman. As soon as he
opened fire a hidden Nazi bunker opened and they
opened fire. This just pissed him off more. He charged up
the hill somehow not getting shot and smoked all of them.
He then took their MG42 machine gun and pointed it at
another Nazi bunker and shot it all to hell. He grabbed
the next gun in pure Rambo style and took out two more
bunkers and a sniper before getting to the top of the hill.
His heroics in kicking Kraut asses earned him the US
Distinguished Services cross -the 2nd highest honor given
out by the military.
Murphy continued across southern France, picking up
some more Silver Stars for taking out machine gun nests
and calling down artillery strikes on enemy armored
troop positions. He was eventually promoted to Second
Lieutenant, but his adventure wasn’t over yet.
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Premium CBD Products including Tinctures/Oils, Beverage Additives, Lotions
and more!
All products are made from federally legal hemp - LEGAL IN ALL 50 STATES
Visit us at our Pur IsoLabs Retail Store and try CBD products at the CBD
Sample Bar

Mention this Explore ad
and receive

10% OFF

your purchase.

46 FM 3351 N, Bergheim, TX, 78004 :: (830) 336-2199 :: www.PurIsoLabs.com

Thank you EXPLORE readers for voting us #1 florist.
We are proud & honored to serve the Boerne community.

“Unique Is Our Specialty”
827 N Main St, Boerne, TX 78006 • www.flowershopboernetexas.com • (830) 816-2042
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For all your electrical
needs call 830-249-3927
Family owned and operated
for over 30 years.
Service
Residential
Commercial
New Construction
Remodeling

,INC.
142 Industrial Drive Boerne, TX 78006
830 249-3927 | Fax 830 249-3077
TECL 18021
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we are hiring!

WELCOME TO FERRIS ORTHODONTICS!
We are committed to delivering personalized service
and an enjoyable orthodontic experience in a friendly,
comfortable and fun environment.
COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATIONS FOR ALL NEW PATIENTS
BOERNE
1685 River Road, Suite 300
Boerne, TX 78006
830-816-5616

LEON SPRINGS
24165 I-10 West, Suite 209
San Antonio, TX 78257
210-698-2480

BULVERDE
172 Creekside Park, Suite 113
Bulverde, TX 78070
830-438-7250

www.ferrisorthodontics.com
Follow Us On

EXPLORE BEST OF THE BEST 2019

We work almost exclusively with local small
businesses in EXPLORE. These are our
neighbors, our friends, and our kids play
soccer together. There have been other
“BEST OF” type contests, but because of
the voting mechanisms, the results were
frequently cast into a questionable light.
So after much planning and tech planning,
we have launched the Annual BEST OF
edition for EXPLORE.

With a variety of categories covering most
every industry, we set up an online voting
system that logged your vote via an online
tracking mechanism and made it so that
you could only vote once per category.
Once the voting opened, the response was
overwhelming. Amassing almost 80,000
unique votes, we have concluded what we
feel is the most valid and transparent BEST
OF contest in the county.

In the pages that follow, you will find the
results of the overall contests, as well as
small profiles on several of the winners that
we think you should know about. Thank
you to our clients, advertisers, friends,
voters, and to all of the hard working small
business owners out there that are pouring
their blood, sweat and tears into their
business and chasing their dream.

CONGRATULATIONS to all of our winners – and THANK YOU to all of you who participated!
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EXPLORE BEST OF THE BEST 2019

WINNERS
Best Furniture Store
Boerne Farmhouse

Best Italian Food
Bella Sera

Best Nonprofit
Hill Country Daily Bread

Best Home Health Care
Visiting Angels

Best Gymnastics Center
Boerne Gymnastics

Best Alternative Medicine
Annie’s Apothecary

Best Ice Cream
Parker’s Ice Creams

Best Yoga/Pilates Studio
Agave Wellness Studio

Best Assisted Living Facility
Morningside at Menger Springs

Best Margarita
El Rio

Best Breakfast Tacos
Mary’s Tacos

Best Burger
Longhorn Cafe

Best Pizza
Z’s Wood Fired Pizza

Best Art Gallery
Carriage House Gallery

Best Bar
Salvador Dobbs

Best Kid’s Party Place
Ninja City

Best Light Lunch
Epicure

Best Place For A Walk
Cibolo Nature Center

Best Antique Store
Sanctuary For The Vintage Soul

Best Coffee Shop
The Dienger Trading Co.

Best Place To Enjoy A Craft
Beer
Cibolo Creek Brewing Co.

Best Fried Chicken
Raising Cane’s

Best Sandwich
Bumdoodler’s

Best Veterinary Clinic
Herbst Veterinary Hospital

Best Salon
Très Bella

Best Golf Course
Cordillera Ranch

Best Auto Care
Ritchie Automotive

Best Private School
Geneva

Best Realtor
Danielle Scott

Best Men’s Apparel
Billy’s Western Wear

Best Family Practice
Physician
Boerne Family Medicine

Best Title Company
Kendall County Abstract

Best Local Florist
The Flower Shop

Best Wedding Venue
Don Strange Ranch

Best Gift Shop
La Te Da

Best Family Photographer
Snap Chic

Best Electrician
NH Electric Inc.

Best Hotel In The Boerne
Area
The Kendall

Best Baby/Kid Clothing
Mommy 2B

Best Chinese Food
China Bowl
Best Breakfast
Bear Moon
Best BBQ
Klein Smokehaus
Best Bakery
Bear Moon Bakery
Favorite Waterin’ Hole
RANDOM

Best Women’s Apparel
Ella Blue
Best Computer Services
Tech1
Best Community Event
Dickens On Main

Best Gym
Core Athletic Club
Best Orthodontist
Ferris Orthodontics
Best Dentist
Gardner Springs Dentistry

342 N Main St
Boerne, TX 78006
(830) 249-8063
www.kleinsmokehaus.com

KLEIN SMOKEHAUS

Claire and Barret Klein, Owners
Congratulations! How do you feel about winning this
award?
We are very excited and appreciative.

Best Arbor/Tree Care
Burkett Arbor Care

and Kendall County has always been a huge supporter
with our sales increasing each year.

What do you think separates your business from your
competition?
Our employees are very dedicated to making a quality,
consistent product and pleasing our customers.

What do you credit for your success?
Our goal is to produce BBQ that is not only high quality
but it is consistently the same each and every day. Our
employees are the best and without them we would not be
successful.

customers a way to enjoy our BBQ at home as a complete
meal. We are also delivering BBQ through Favor, an
online app.

How supportive has the Kendall County community
been for your business?
We have sold BBQ at this location a long time

What does the future hold for your business?
We will continually look for new BBQ items to add. We
have recently added take-out plates which allows busy

Anyone in particular you’d like to thank?
We are always grateful to our present and future
customers.
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8000 Fair Oaks Pkwy
Fair Oaks Ranch, TX 78015
(210) 474-0087

PARKER’S ICE CREAMS

Richard Thorp, Andrea Thorp, Stephanie Koether-Thorp and Kevin Koether,
Member / Owners
Congratulations! How do you feel about winning this
award?
We feel amazingly honored to be recognized by the
community so soon after opening. It of course challenges
us to sustain and improve what we do as we go forward.
What do you think separates your business from your
competition?
First, we think very highly of everyone in the local
business community and particularly our fellow
ice cream shops which we visit from time to time.
However, our concept is built around expanding on the
traditional small town ice cream shop as a bistro with
wine, beer and whiskey service. Our 16 hand crafted
flavors include four that are infused with alcohol and
all using premium ingredients.

How supportive has the Kendall County community
been for your business?
The local community has been very supportive to include
giving us some ideas on flavors which we are bringing to
life. We do as much local as we can to include banking
with SSB&T and partnering with Boerne Brewery. The
Fair Oaks Country Club has also been very welcoming
and we will be doing our first event with them this month.
We will be a vendor to support the Kendall County
Women’s Shelter’s October “Sip and Savor” event. We
plan to expand our connections to the community over
the coming year.
What do you credit for your success?
There are so many factors beginning with our own team.
We have been very fortunate to have access to amazing
employees and in fact it was hard to choose from so many
wonderful people.

SALVADOR DOBBS

Veronica Brown, Owner/General Manager
Congratulations! How do you feel about winning this
award?
We are extremely honored and blessed by our community.
We have been in Boerne with other businesses since the
mid 80’s and keep striving to find a niche Boerne needs.
Salvador DOBBS cockatail and bar was exactly what this
town needed and being voted Best Bar after a short 1.5
years is a humbling experience.
What do you think separates your business from your
competition?
We are a Cocktail and Bar with entertainment and
exceptional LIVE Music. This sets us apart from
competition but at the same time we don’t view other bars
or establishments as competition we think it is important
to have more venues in town like us so we can keep
Boerne LOCAL!
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What does the future hold for your business?
Being in our first year we are focusing on tweaking our
processes. Soon we will begin selling pints and quarts
to go. The next step will be expanding into catering and
selling at local fairs and other events.
Anyone in particular you’d like to thank?
The entire community has welcomed and supported
us from the very beginning and we appreciate all the
feedback which has helped us make some changes to
better serve their needs. They have truly made us feel
welcome. We want Parkers to be a place where everyone
can come and enjoy a special treat and feel welcomed and
at home.

512 River Rd
Boerne, TX 78006
(830) 249-5508
www.salvadordobbs.com

How supportive has the Kendall County community
been for your business?
We can’t thank Kendall County community enough for
the patronage and making our dream come true. We
wouldn’t be here if it wasn’t for you all.
What do you credit for your success?
I wouldn’t have what we have created here if it wasn’t for
a few of my good friends that help build this dream with
me, my parents and brothers and of course my absolutely
amazing hard working staff. This business is all about
dedication and teamwork. Come by and meet us we are fun!
What does the future hold for your business?
The future of DOBBS is only more fun, killer LIVE
MUSIC, creative cocktails and unstoppable parties.

Anyone in particular you’d like to thank?
Once again I’d like to thank my parents for their trust,
my friends for their encouragement, my boyfriend for
his support and love and MY STAFF for their loyalty and
dedication.
WE ARE THE DOBBS SQUAD.

EXPLORE BEST OF THE BEST 2019

CARRIAGE
HOUSE GALLERY
OF ARTISTS
Congratulations! How do you feel about winning this
award?
We are elated and so pleased with the county wide
recognition.
What do you think separates your business from your
competition?
Kendall County has several wonderful galleries in the
area, and that is actually beneficial to all of us. One thing
we strive for is to be a friendly, helpful gallery. People
appreciate a place they can ask about art and learn about
art and feel comfortable doing it.
How supportive has the Kendall County community
been for your business?
We have many regular visitors from Kendall County and
so often they bring their visiting guests and friends to see
our art. Many businesses in the area also help support

and promote the local arts, including the Boerne Visitor
Center, the Library and Community Theater, and the
Boerne Star.

110 Rosewood Ave #2314
Boerne, TX 78006
(830) 248-1184
www.carriagehousegalleryofartists.com

What do you credit for your success?
Our success is based upon the quality and diversity of
our art, our artists and their interaction with our patrons,
and of course our patrons who treat us as their very own
special gallery, bringing in smiles and friends.
What does the future hold for your business?
Having been around for 16 years, we are hoping for
at least 16 more. Helping to promote the visual arts
in Boerne and Kendall County will be good for the
city, the county, and the world beyond. We believe
that the current and future growth in the area will
bring not only new art-loving clientele, but also artists
looking for a place to share their talents in a gallery

like ours. With our strong business model and excellent
reputation there are no limits!
Anyone in particular you’d like to thank?
Of course we want to thank Explore Magazine for hosting
this contest, but most importantly we appreciate each
person who voted and took the time to visit our gallery
and share our art world with others. Thank you!

1499 S Main St
Boerne, TX 78006
(830) 331-1391

BOERNE FARMHOUSE

Cindy Carr & Sylvia Griffin, Co-Owners
Congratulations! How do you feel about winning this
award?
We are happy and humbled to receive the Best of the
Best award!
What do you think separates your business from your
competition?
Boerne Farmhouse is the only local business offering
predominantly architectural salvage, and our hallmark
is sharing the “stories” (if known) of salvaged items
from some of the area’s most beloved historic sites. We
don’t feel competitive with our fellow retailers, because
we believe that each has individual qualities which, as a
whole, create a vibrant shopping experience in Boerne.

How supportive has the Kendall County community
been for your business?
We have received so much support and encouragement
from the community since we started up Boerne
Farmhouse from scratch just last November! Magazine
articles have covered the store, fellow retailers refer
customers to us, builders and designers regularly
source materials here, and social media has been very
good for us!
What do you credit for your success?
We credit our success to our amazing Boerne Farmhouse
“family” – a caring group of people who recognize the
soul-magic found in old architectural relics – and love to
share that magic with our customers!

What does the future hold for your business?
Every new day at Boerne Farmhouse is exciting and
different. The search for new inventory is a constant
adventure. We clean it up. Arrange it in the store.
Re-arrange it with the ebb and flow of sales. Word
is spreading about the store. And we grow closer to
our ultimate goal of becoming a primary shopping
destination. Meanwhile, new development and evolving
roadways have changed the low-key landscape around
us. The South Main/Herff Road area has a pulsing new
energy and a catchy new nickname: SoBo. South Boerne.
It’s different, for sure, but the future holds promise!
Anyone in particular you’d like to thank?
We owe our heartfelt thanks for the sacrifices and support
of our families.
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RITCHIE AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR
AND ALIGNMENT, INC.
Frank Ritchie , Owner

Congratulations! How do you feel about winning this
award?
It warms my heart to know our customers appreciate us as
much as we appreciate them.

29059 I-10
Boerne, TX 78006
(830) 755-8550

What do you think separates your business from your
competition? I am not really sure. We just try to do our
best and be honest and fair to all parties.
How supportive has the Kendall County community
been for your business?
The community has been very support of as it applies to
the people.

What does the future hold for your business?
Only God knows, we will just continue to trust in him,
and do the best we can.

What do you credit for your success?
Faith, faith in God, and faith in just trying to do the
right thing and help our customers the best we can.
Excellent employees, the employees make it worth
coming to work everyday.

Anyone in particular you’d like to thank?
Our customers, for their loyalty and trust in helping
them take care of their vehicles. We truly do love our
customers and the relationships that we have built
through this business.

AGAVE WELLNESS STUDIO

121 Rosewood Ave
Boerne, TX 78006
(830) 431-5611
www.agavewell.com

Andi Weekley, Owner

Congratulations! How do you feel about winning this
award?
Thank you, I feel very grateful!
What do you think separates your business from your
competition?
I feel what makes us different is, we are community of
men and women that empower each other. We bring a
faith based, holistic, and organic approach to a healthy
lifestyle. We are a judgement free environment that
focuses on unconditional love. Something we strive to
focus on, is affirming the positives and empowering the
weakness to allow growth opportunities, no matter the
challenges. Together with our community we are stronger.
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How supportive has the Kendall County community
been for your business?
Kendall County has been so supportive in the success
of Agave! Because of the love, support and loyalty of
Kendall County we have been voted #1. Thank you,
Kendall County!
What do you credit for your success?
I credit several things to the success of Agave!
First, I give gratitude to the Agave team~ our instructors
bring many years of experience to the health, wellness
and fitness industry. They are always energetic,
knowledgeable, and dependable. They always strive to
bring the most diversified, structured, and eclectic variety
to our community. They bring a passion and energy that
is infectious. It takes a village and I am truly blessed to
have such an amazing team.

Second, I would like to give credit to our community.
They have set the pace for Agave Wellness Boerne...
they are why we love to come to work every day. They
have such kindred spirits and they are our family and
we love them!
What does the future hold for your business?
The future of Agave is bright! Even though we like to be
present in the moment, we are always thinking about
the future. We will continue to strive to be the best.
We embrace the growth for Kendall County and Agave
Wellness, continuing to grow together as a community.
Anyone in particular you’d like to thank?
I would like to thank the Explore magazine for hosting
this contest and allowing us to be voted the best!

EXPLORE BEST OF THE BEST 2019

245 FM 3351 N
Bergheim, TX 78004
(830) 229-5700
www.burkettarborcare.com

BURKETT ARBOR CARE
Tyler & Amy Burkett , Owners
Congratulations! How do you feel about winning this
award?
We are both so humbled and proud. We personally know
all the other company owners in our category, all are
stand up operations and we regularly do business with all
of them. To be mentioned in this category was an honor
for us.
What do you think separates your business from your
competition?
We try our best to always operate with integrity and make
the best choices possible for our customers.

How supportive has the Kendall County community
been for your business?
We both graduated from BHS and Boerne has always
had a special place in our hearts. We plan on living and
working in Boerne for the rest of our lives, and we try
to do business as such. We still regularly maintain many
of our friends trees from growing up in Boerne, their
parents’ trees, as well as businesses they know operate in
and around Boerne and Kendall county.
What do you credit for your success?
Getting up early every day. Being passionate about trees,
tree people,our clients and caring about what we do !

What does the future hold for your business?
Like a lot of areas in Texas, Boerne and Kendall county
are growing quickly and busting at the seams at every
intersection. We are working hard to build the best business
we can to serve our Residential, Commercial and Municipal
clients in the future. We believe if we continue to focus on
safety and science the future will take care of itself
Anyone in particular you’d like to thank?
We would like to thank every one of our clients going
back to when Ty started Burkett Tree & Turf In 2006
(now BAC 2015). Thanks to Rob Weller and everyone at
Broadway Bank. Lester’s Auto has been incredible to us.
Lastly,a huge thanks to our friends and family!

38 Cascade Cavern
Boerne, TX 78006
(830) 755-5200
www.hillcountrydailybread.com

HILL COUNTRY DAILY BREAD
Agnes Hubbard, Chief Executive Officer
Congratulations! How do you feel about winning this
award?
We are so pleased and honored to receive this award! We
are so proud of the hard work and dedication of our staff,
volunteers, church partners and folks that generously
financially support the work of Hill Country Daily Bread
Ministries in the 8 counties we serve.

resources delivered to the home by loving mentors. At
risk children also are served through specialty programs
such a Stand By Me student mentoring for at-risk
children k-12th and “Wrap Around” programs such as
the Christmas toy project, “Back to school” clothes, Easter
baskets, “Birthday in a Bag”, Kingdom Kids Bible Club
and many more.

What do you think separates your business from your
competition?
HCBDM is a faith based non-profit blend of services and
resources. At its core, we want people break the cycle
of poverty and to be transformed through the love of
Christ. We are not a hand out, we are a hand up and take
the long view approach to poverty alleviation. There are
no short cuts in breaking the cycle of poverty especially
when it is generational. HCDBM’s unique core programs
are Family Mentor Resource Program and Stand By Me
at-risk student mentoring ministry. We effectively work
with families and at-risk children. The difference in our
programs is the holistic approach meeting physical,
spiritual and emotional needs through long term Christ
centered relationships in partnership with the local
church. Mentoring relationships are the key distinctive
factor and they are supported by intentional case
management, a trained church leadership team and basic

How supportive has the Kendall County community
been for your business?
We couldn’t ask to be in a more supportive community!
Over 3,300 volunteers a year come and serve their
neighbor through our programs! We serve as a
destination for young and old, groups, businesses and
civic groups and schools to serve the most vulnerable in
our community.
What do you credit for your success?
We make it a priority to love on our volunteers and strive
for excellence in serving our church partners and clients.
But the real credit goes to Jesus Christ our Lord and
Savior who is the center of everything we do!
What does the future hold for your business?
We believe what we have should be shared freely, and
we work to help other non-profits in our area with our

no-cost food bank through our Community Resource
program. About 40 % of our almost $4 million dollars
worth of groceries ,and other resources are donated to
our area non-profits to help stretch their budgets and
strengthen their vital work.
Anyone in particular you’d like to thank?
We are a growing ministry striving to keep up with the
growing needs of the increasing population of the 8
counties we serve. We are raising money for a new multipurpose training center which will be used for year round
youth programs, church and community training and
parent programs. Every program we have will hit record
numbers this year and we have a waiting list of families
and children needing mentors.
We have to thank all those that voted for us. We are
continually humbled by the sacrifices of, volunteers and
donors and our church partners make, to help someone
they usually don’t know, transform their life so it is not
filled with fear and desperation. They are truly breaking
the grip of poverty and changing the trajectory of lives.
We would just be a big metal building without them!
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THE KENDALL

Joe Granados, Operating Partner
Congratulations! How do you feel about winning this
award?
We are very humbled and honored to have been chosen
Best of the Best.
What do you think separates your business from your
competition?
People. We value our employee partners, understanding
that we work for them and in turn they create amazing
value for our guests.

How supportive has the Kendall County community
been for your business?
For 160 years Kendall County has supported our hotel,
we would not exist without the love and support of the
community.
What do you credit for your success?
It’s the common theme here and that is People. Our
community, our employee partners and our guests make
it a success.

CIBOLO CREEK BREWING CO.

128 W Blanco Rd
Boerne, TX 78006
(830) 249-2138
www.thekendalltx.com

What does the future hold for your business?
We hope to continue telling the story of the Boerne/
Kendall County Experience!
Anyone in particular you’d like to thank?
We would like to thank Kendall County residents, your
readers, our employee partners and our guests.

448 S Main St
Boerne, TX 78006
(830) 816-5275
www.cibolocreekbrewing.com

Josh Mazour, General Manager
Congratulations! How do you feel about winning this
award?
Thanks a bunch! We love good beer, and are glad to see
Boerne continuing to take in interest in it as well. It’s nice
to win awards, but we’re lucky to have great options here
in Boerne.
What do you think separates your business from your
competition?
I think every restaurant works to have its own sense
of identity, uniqueness and guest experience. We’re no
different from others in that regard. Having grown up
in Boerne, we know it’s nice to have options; So we don’t
view others as competition. Ideally, we’re all part of what
brings folks out to visit Boerne.
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How supportive has the Kendall County community
been for your business?
Boerne and the surrounding areas have been very
supportive of us. It’s pretty cool to get to know so many
people that make up a part of your community, and help
you to become a part of it as well. We wouldn’t be here if
it weren’t for the support of everyone in our area. That’s
something you can never take for granted. We’re here to
serve you, and thank you all for giving us the continued
opportunity.
What do you credit for your success?
I think creating a healthy and happy culture within your
business is the most important you can do, and something
we’re always working on. If you can do that, it’ll manifest
itself in every other aspect of what you offer.

What does the future hold for your business?
Consistency is number one. We always want people to
know they can rely on having a good experience when
they visit us here at CCB. Outside of that, what’s in the
works? That’s top secret:)
Anyone in particular you’d like to thank?
We’ve been here three years now, and in this industry
that’s not an easy task. It’s due to the support of everyone
in our community. We’re lucky to live in Boerne, and even
luckier to have this business in Boerne. We try to greet
everyone as they enter our house, and thank them for
stopping in as they leave. We hope to be here for many
years to come, and want to thank everyone in town for
their support of our little family brewpub. Cheers!
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MOMMY 2B

210 E Blanco Rd
Boerne, TX 78006
(830) 816-5918
www.shopmommy2b.com

Aimee Zrzavy & Megan Baird, Co-Owners
Congratulations! How do you feel about winning this
award?
We are very excited and honored to win this, we were
included in a group of great Shops.
What do you think separates your business from your
competition?
We try to find cute, affordable and different items from
others in town.
How supportive has the Kendall County community
been for your business?
The Kendall Co community has been extremely helpful.

So many folks have offered help and or tips which have
been amazing this first year we have been in business.
What do you credit for your success?
We credit our success to hard work, compromise and all
the help we have received from our friends and family.
What does the future hold for your business?
We hope that in the future we are still able to help
pregnant ladies feel and look beautiful. That we can
help support local merchants and be a benefit for
our community.

TRÈS BELLA SALON
Très Bella Salon Team

Congratulations! How do you feel about winning this
award?
We are honored and grateful to our loyal guests and
supportive community.
What do you think separates your business from your
competition?
We are team-based, sustainable, no compromise, salon/
spaand believe in excellent customer service while having
a team to support each other and our guests.

How supportive has the Kendall County community
been for your business?
Our wonderful city of Boerne and the surrounding
Kendall county has been a huge support to our Très
Bella Family since 2009. We would not be here without
that support.
What do you credit for your success?
We have strived to stay innovated while being sustainable.
We have a skilled certification program which guarantees
highly trained stylist, along with a no compromise
positive atmosphere.

Anyone in particular you’d like to thank?
We would like to thank our families and friends for their
unbelievable support and hard work. And of course we
would like to thank our customers, without them we
wouldn’t be able to continue this amazing journey.

138 Old San Antonio Rd Suite 506
Boerne, TX 78006
(830) 249-8938
www.tresbellasalon.com

What does the future hold for your business?
We recently moved to a new location in January 2019 and
are now adding skin care and facials to our services. We
will continue to go to education to keep up with our craft.
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Z’S WOOD FIRED PIZZA

118 Old San Antonio Rd
Boerne, TX 78006
(830) 331-1212
www.zswoodfiredpizza.com

Zak and Jodi Disch, Owners
Congratulations! How do you feel about winning this
award?
We are very proud to accept this award. We have worked
tirelessly to get where we are today as Kendall County’s
best of the best. We appreciate how dedicated our entire
staff has performed to achieved this status.
What do you think separates your business from your
competition?
What sets our business apart from the rest is our
ever changing and innovative specialty pizzas and
sandwiches. The quality and standard in which our
fresh ingredients are prepared, down to the quality of
our wood used in the baking process,all the way to the
Rotating Craft Beers on tap.

How supportive has the Kendall County community
been for your business?
The community has been dedicated from our humble
beginnings as a food truck , into our transition to brick
and mortar within the last two and a half years. We have
been blessed with an ever growing following within
Boerne, Kendall county and the surrounding area.
What do you credit for your success?
Credit for the success goes primarily to our Staff and
Devoted Customers.
What does the future hold for your business?
The Future holds limitless possibilities and endless
growth.

FERRIS ORTHODONTICS

Anyone in particular you’d like to thank?
We would like to thank everyone in the Kendall county
and surrounding areas as well as our family, friends
and guests who have continually supported us in the
10 years! We would also like to thank the voters who
elected us by an OVERWHELMING MAJORITY over the
Competition.

1685 River Rd #300
Boerne, TX 78006
(830) 816-5616
www.ferrisorthodontics.com

Dr. Tyler Ferris, DDS, MS & Dr. Megan Hembree, DDS, MS
Congratulations! How do you feel about winning this
award?
We are honored and appreciative of being the recipient of
this award.
What do you think separates your business from your
competition?
Definitely what separates our practice from that of our
competition is our unparalleled customer service and
superior orthodontic results.
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How supportive has the Kendall County community
been for your business?
The Kendall County community has always been
supportive and has provided many opportunities for our
business to promote itself.
What do you credit for your success?
We credit our success to our genuine concern for and
commitment to our patients in every facet of our practice.

Anyone in particular you’d like to thank?
We of course want to thank Explore readers, our
loyal patients and our hard working staff which give
exceptional and personalized care and make the
orthodontic experience a fun and unique one at Ferris
Orthodontics.

10%
OFF

expires
10/31/2019

THE BEST TIME FOR ICE CREAM IS

ALWAYS

NEW FLAVORS EACH MONTH

Small batch homemade ice cream
12 Family friendly flavors
4 alcohol infused
Dietz Elkhorn Rd.
Shakes
Floats
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Wine
Whiskey service

Fair Oaks Ranch
Country Club

1.5 miles off IH-10
Exit 546

Sunday-Thursday 1:00pm-10:00pm | Friday-Saturday 1:00pm-11:00pm

8000 Fair Oaks Parkway | Fair Oaks Ranch, Texas | 210-474-0087

AUTOMOTIVE CARE FROM
PEOPLE YOU CAN TRUST
• REPAIR •
• MAINTENANCE •
• ALIGNMENT •
29059 Interstate 10 W | Boerne, Texas 78006

(830) 755-8550
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(7663)

Hailstorm Damage?
Shelter Pro Has You Covered.
Call for a FREE inspection today!

San Antonio Roofing Contractor & Storm
Restoration Expert Since 1984

• Windows
• Gutters
• Siding
• Painting
• Repairs
• Garage Doors

Residential & Commercial
Roofing

www.ShelterProContracting.com

Thank You
Kendall County
For Voting Us
#1 Salon!
138 Old San Antonio Rd.
Suite 506
Boerne, TX 78006
830-249-8938
www.tresbellasalon.com
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THANK YOU KENDALL COUNTY!

It is an honor being part of your story for 160 years and we look forward to sharing the next chapter!

128 W Blanco Rd | Boerne, TX 78006 | 830.249.2138 | www.thekendalltx.com

$849,500
MLS #1406239

Commercial and residential
opportunity in beautiful,

quiet Center Point, Texas. 43

(+/-) Acre ranch which fronts
Highway 27. The gorgeous

property has three currently
rented houses, indoor pool,
apartment and 2200 sq ft

commercial building. Each

house has its own septic system.
There are two wells. One is in
use. The county added sewer
and fiber optics all along 27.

This makes it perfect for any

business or businesses to easily
move in. This would also be

amazing horse property as well.
Come check us out!

Heather Hart

1102 E Sonterra Blvd #106
San Antonio, TX 78258
C: 210-412-4041
F: 210-493-4669

texashartrealty@gmail.com
www.texashartrealty.com

Health Insurance
Health Sharing Programs
Medicare Supplements
Life Insurance
Business Insurance
Workers Compensation Insurance
Commercial Property
Surety Bonds
Builders Risk

HEALTH INSURANCE
SHOULDN’T COST YOU THE SAME AS YOUR MORTGAGE

Jeremy Diller,

MBA, CPCU, ARM-P, CSRM
Assistant Vice President

210-232-0040

www.hcdtinsurance.com | 210-647-0134 | 2161 NW Military Highway #210, San Antonio, TX 78213
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